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A New Year – A Fresh Start! 
  

One of the great things about the new year is we can get a fresh start.  We set new goals or maybe you make 

some new year’s resolutions.  Sometimes those goals or resolutions are regarding our weight and eating habits.  Often 

they involve trying to get more exercise.  You might even set a goal to read more or spend more time with your family.  

Yet, one area we should put at the top of the list when it comes to our goals is the area of our spiritual life. 

            We really don’t need a new year to get a fresh start.  In the book of Lamentations, the prophet Jeremiah tells us 

that God’s mercies are new EVERY MORNING!  And the Apostle John tells us in 1 John that if we confess our sins, He is 

faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  Still, the new year can be a good time 

to set some good healthy SPIRITUAL goals for yourself and your family. 

            I am praying that 2017 will be one of the greatest years we have had at WBC.  Recently I have been studying the 

history of WBC.  I have talked to longtime members.  I have the history of the church that we have on record at WBC.  I 

even have contacted other organizations to see what information they might have, like the NC Baptist State Convention, 

Macedonia Baptist Church and our South Fork Baptist Association.  One thing I have learned is that Westport is no differ‐

ent than any other church.  There have been season of blessing and seasons in which the church faced challenges.  And 

yet God has used all of these seasons to perfect us, the church, and to equip us to do what He would have us to do – 

share the Gospel, make disciples and serve our community!  As I have looked at the history of WBC I think I have seen 

that some of the sweetest times for our church have been when our focus has been outward and not inward.  I believe 

we are starting to do that in a great way – to look outward at the fields that are “white unto harvest”.  We have about 

70% of the people in our community that are not connected with a Bible believing/preaching church.  However, if we will 

reach them, we must make sure we have prepared ourselves for the 

task. 

            That is why I am asking you to hit the “RESTART” button on your 

spiritual life and renew your passion for the things of Christ!  How can 

we do this?  Here are some simple things we can do to get a fresh start 

spiritually (I will be speaking about these during the month 

of January so please try to be at all of our services): 

 

1.     Read your Bible daily (maybe read thru the Bible this year or you 

might just make a commitment to read daily from a good devotional). 
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• Jan. 1, Special New Year’s Service at 

10:30 AM, No Sunday School, No PM 

Service 

• Jan, 4,  AWANA  

• Jan. 7, UPWARD Games begin 

• Jan. 18, Wednesday Night Supper 

• Jan. 27, Ladies Game Night 

• Jan. 29, Joy Rankin Singing                     

    AM & PM Service 

• Jan. 31, Deacon’s Meeting 

• Feb. 5, Quarterly Business Meeting 

• Feb. 17, T & T Lock-In 

• Feb. 28, Deacon’s Meeting 
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2.     Spend 7 minutes a day in prayer (but be in an attitude of prayer with 

God all day long). 

 

3.     Make it a habit to attend Worship service weekly – it is the Lord’s Day 

and we need to guard it from interruptions from things that really are not 

as important. 

 

4.     Attend Sunday School every week – and give it the priority you 

would give to your job or school, so that means be on time – we start 

at 9:15 a.m.  (Sunday School is important because in these small group 

settings we gain the opportunity to build relationships with one another, 

serve one another, pray for one another, encourage one another and 

serve with one another).  PLEASE MAKE SUNDAY SCHOOL A PRIORITY IN 

THIS COMING YEAR. 

 

5.     Learn how to share your faith – or take a refresher course.  Every be‐

liever should know how to effectively tell others how to be saved and 

become a follower of Christ.  I want us to offer several different options 

you can take to have a good tool in our toolbox for sharing your faith. 

 

6.     Serve in your church.  1 Peter 4:10 reminds us that God has given 

each believer a gift so we can use it to serve one another.  How are you 

serving others in the body of Christ.  (I can’t pass up the opportunity here 

to ask everyone to sign up to work in the nursery and in children’s 

church. These are areas of great need). 

 

7.     Pray for the mail out going to approximately 11,000 homes in our 

community!  Pray for me as I share this series this month.  

  

Pray that this will be one of the greatest years ever at WBC.  Pray that 

we can partner with other churches of like belief and begin reaching the 

unsaved in our area.  Dawna and I are truly grateful God has called us to 

WBC and we look forward to MANY years serving here shoulder to shoul‐

der and side by side with you as we keep pressing forward against the 

darkness, bringing the light of the Gospel and hope to our community! 

  

I love you all, 

  

Pastor Steve 

2 Cor. 5:9 
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 Can you remember when the year 2000 came around?  All the smart computer whiz kids 
thought the world would crash because of all the programs computers were working through and 
everything else was contingent on them?  I had a friend that wrote a book on what would happen 
and did we ever all think it would cause major problems.  I knew folk that hoarded canned goods 
and started buying up non‐perishable items etc . and storing them in rooms.  Waiting for the big 
"Crash."  

 Guess what?  Never happened.  So here we are, 17 years later.   One thing I believe is near 
and that's the return of Jesus Christ! We've been talking about this for years, and now, I really be‐
lieve it's right upon us.  I just trust everyone is ready.  2017 gives us another year to do one major 
opportunity; share the name of Jesus with everyone we possibly can. 

 I honestly believe some are going to be totally surprised at the judgment seat of Christ. 
 Judged on what we've done, good or bad.   What was our motive?  Why did we do it?  Has nothing 
to do with salvation either.  All about what we've done for Him.  It makes us stop and think, doesn't 
it? 

 A whole brand new year and what will we do with it?  Opportunities to change some things 
in our lives and realize what's important.  It's exciting to turn the blank page of 2017 and all the pos‐
sibilities.  We, at Westport, can have a wonderful, eventful year if we just make up our minds to do 
some changing for the better in areas we know we need to do.  

 I think back and am so thankful for all the folk that has helped make our church what it is 
today.  All the different ministries; all the individuals that do so many wonderful things for the Lord 
here and so many that have chosen to accept Christ and become faithful believers to the church. 
 It's exciting to see young Christians grow.  I'm very thankful for all the musicians that help make our 
programs with music that honors God in every service.  Our accompanists, adult choir, orchestra, 
those that sing special music each Sunday, those that run our sound system, those that help with 
the screens during the services.  On and on I could go.  That's just one ministry of our church. 

 Did you know you could be a part of that?  Why not make 2017 an opportunity to take ad‐
vantage of this ministry?  Just give it a try.  You never know what you can accomplish by just giving it 
a chance.  You would find out about all the exciting times you have missed by not trying.  I talk to 
people all the time and they say, "You don't want me, I can't sing a lick."  Let me be the judge on 
that, ok?  That's my job. All I ask is give yourself a chance.  You'll be glad you did.  Don't be just a 
spectator.  Get involved.  God has a place just for you.  If you don't He will find someone who will 
and you will miss out on a lot of blessings.   

 Hope 2017 will be a great year for you.  I pray that you will seek God's will for what He wants 
you to do.  Get with the program and actually do something for yourself and for God.  He will bless 
you.  I promise.  It's yours for the asking and doing.   

Until He comes,   

Pastor Jerry Mattheiss 

 

 

January 2017  The Anchor January/February 2017  

www.westport.church 



2016 Offering Statements 
The Contribution Statements are on the table in the vestibule. 
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The 2017 Offering Envelopes are on the table in the vestibule. If you 

don’t see one with your name, there is a supply of blank ones with no 

name on the table. Please take one of those and use for the whole 

year. Please be sure to write your name on the envelope (especially if 

your offering is cash). 

If you forget to bring your envelope on a Sunday, please just use one 

of the Welcome envelopes on the back of the pew. Please do not pick 

up another numbered box.   

Thank you so much! 

 Every Saturday from 8am – 2pm in January and February, we will have around 500 people in our Family Life 
Center for Upward Basketball. Many already attend a church in our region, but there are many from our community 
who do not attend anywhere. This is a very exciting opportunity for our church, hundreds of people coming to us 
who can be impacted with the Gospel. However, I fear it will be a wasted opportunity. 
  
 I do not write this next part with any attempt to shame you, but it is what it is. Out of the 500 people in‐
volved in Upward this year perhaps 25 of them are members at Westport. Of the 40 coaches across our 24 teams 
only 3 are members here. The amount of volunteer support for Upward Basketball from our church this year has 
been miniscule at best. 
  
 On the plus side, support from the community has been incredible. In almost every instance where I needed 
help, a parent or community member jumped in and volunteered to assist. We have a full league that is up and run‐
ning and ready for one more year of basketball. Our community is committed and engaged and excited to take part 
in the Upward ministry. 
  
 If you’re reading this, you still have the opportunity to make a huge impact in our community through Up‐
ward. All it would take is for you to volunteer to come watch basketball over the weekend and start conversations 
with the families in the bleachers around you. Show them you support them by being there. You could volunteer to 
“adopt” a team and bring snacks for a few of their games. You could volunteer to help in concessions. There are 
opportunities for you to share a devotion with the crowd at the games. 
  
 There is no shortage of ways that you can still pitch in to make a difference this year. Please prayerfully con‐

sider ways that you can volunteer. We have been challenged as a church through our C70 initiative to enter into our 

community and reach people with the gospel of Christ. Through Upward, you can get a taste of what that might be 

like as our community comes to us. Join us in sharing Christ with our Upward families! 

Pastor Caleb Moore 

www.westport.church 
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Cold Water volunteers and donors, 

 

 We would like to thank everyone who volunteered at Cold Water 

Ministries during the Thanksgiving and Christmas season. We thank you for 

your time and very generous donations.   
 
 We gave out 33 dinners (including turkeys) to families for Thanksgiv‐

ing.  For Christmas, we gave out 35 dinners (including hams and Christmas 

desserts).  The recipients of those deliveries were very grateful.  
 
 Cold Water received this note from one of the families:     

 Another family wrote to Pastor Steve about her circumstances, her 

husband had passed away recently of cancer.  They were in financial need.  

She stated that she had 4 kids and there would be no Christmas unless she 

had some help.  Cold Water bought a gift for each child.  We invited the lady 

to come to Cold Water for clothes which she did.  We gave her food for the 

following week, in addition to a complete Christmas dinner for her family. 

 The Cold Water Ministry is doing a good work for our COMMUNITY.  

This is only made possible by YOUR generous gifts of time and money.  You 

made 68 families happy at this special time of season.  We thank you, thank 

you, thank you! 
 

Mike and Kathy Watts, and Cathy Carpenter  

 

Dear Westport Baptist Church, 

My family and I want to say thank you for the Thanksgiving 
food.  We really did appreciate it.  Your outreach to us showed 
us that you are a CARING church.  Bless each and everyone of 
you.   
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WOMEN’S SOUPER SALAD 
BOWL GAME NIGHT 

(IN HONOR OF THE SUPER BOWL) 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 27, 2017  
@  7:00 PM 

Please bring soup or salad 
and a game! 
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Carolina Women’s Conference 

Saturday, February 18, 2017 

Lincoln County Citizens Center 

Lincolnton, NC 

9 AM - 3PM 

Doors open at 8 AM 

Partnering with Encouragement Café, 106.9 The Lite, and Lifeway Books to bring this Carolina 

Women’s Conference. This event will showcase 4 Godly women, who will share their passion and di-
rection, on how to be a Woman of the Cross in today’s world.  There will also be praise and worship 
music, from top musicians, throughout the day.  Tickets are $15 each.  Please sign up on the table if 

you want to go. Please see Beverly Weston if you have any questions or call 704-483-4837.  



Important Information on 
how we can be contacted: 

Website - www.westport.church 

Church Office – 704-483-1000 
Weekday Preschool Office 704-483-5835 

Fax - 704-483-7474 

Opportunities Include 

     SUNDAY 
  9:00 AM Prayer at the Altar 
  9:15 AM Sunday School 

      10:30 AM Morning Worship 
  4:30 PM       Adult Choir Practice 

  6:00 PM Evening Worship 
      TUESDAY 

       7:00 AM Men’s Prayer 
     10:00 AM Ladies Prayer Time 

     WEDNESDAY 
 6:45 PM Children’s Awana Program 

 6:45 PM Impact Student Ministry 
 7:00 PM Adult Worship Service 

Church Staff 
Pastor Steve Owenby / Senior Pastor 

Email address: steve@westport.church 
Pastor Jerry Mattheiss / Minister of Music 

Email address: jerry@westport.church 
Pastor Caleb Moore / Pastor to Students & Families 

Email address: caleb@westport.church 
Susie Sherrill, Senior Administrative Assistant  

Email address: susie@westport.church 

January Birthdays 
01/01 Clint Cartner 

01/04 Rita Rudd 
01/06    Mark Lowery 

01/08 Buddy Gibson 

01/12    Jess Lopez 
01/12    Gayle Mattheiss 

01/12    Michelle Miller 

01/12    David Seigler 

01/13 Phillip Boyles 
01/13    Shane Loftin 

01/13    Roby Lutz 

01/13    Larry Whitley 
01/15 Bill Lewis 

 

 

01/18/97    Bob and Jill Barnes 
01/18/97    Den and Tracie Parker 

01/23/67    Joe and Paulette Sandidge 

01/28/95    Mark and Jennifer McGinnis 

01/17    Michelle Williams 

01/18 Fred VonCannon 
01/20 Rachel Perkins 

01/20    Kim Warren 

01/21 Tommy Casey 
01/21    Jack Feltz 

01/24 Donita Smith 

01/24    Courtney Wylie 

01/26    Chloe Hudgins 
01/26    Judith Vincent 

01/27 Laura Lewis 

01/29 Jim Stewart 
01/31    Kelsey Warren 

 

 

January Anniversaries 

02/04/66    Whit and Geri Herrin 

02/14/87    Phillip and Sharon Boyles 
02/15/06    Bryian and Beth Parker 

02/19/82    Buck and Linda Buchanan 

02/24/78    Bill and Susie Sherrill  

02/01    Lois Dellinger 
02/01    Meredith Helms 
02/04    David Curtis 
02/04    Stefanie Lowery 
02/06    Linda Cooke 
02/07    Ray Catoe 
02/08    Max Warren 
02/11    Alicia Hudgins 
 

02/12    Ellie-Grace Baranowski 

02/12    Sharon Boyles 
02/12    Ashley Francis 

02/12    Cason McGinnis 

02/12    Roy Sites 
02/12    Barbara Wilson 

02/14    Kiersten Stewart 

02/21    Tim Furr 

02/21    Sherry McDonald 

02/21    Claire Moore 
02/25    Luke Hudgins 

02/25    Shelly Sikes 

02/25    Briar Weathington 
02/27    Darlene Blevins 

02/28    Craig Baxter 

02/28    Renee Whitley 

February Birthdays 

February Anniversaries 


