
Important Information on 
how we can be contacted: 

Website - www.westport.church 

Church Office – 704-483-1000 
Weekday Preschool Office 704-483-5835 

Fax - 704-483-7474 

Opportunities Include 

     SUNDAY 
  9:00 AM Prayer at the Altar 
  9:15 AM Sunday School 

      10:30 AM Morning Worship 
  4:30 PM       Adult Choir Practice 

        5:30 PM       Orchestra Practice 
  6:00 PM Evening Worship 

      TUESDAY 
       7:00 AM Men’s Prayer 

     10:00 AM Ladies Prayer Time 
     WEDNESDAY 

 7:00 PM Children’s and Youth Program 
 7:00 PM Adult Bible Study and Prayer 

Church Staff 
Pastor Steve Owenby / Senior Pastor 

Email address: steve@westport.church 
Pastor Jerry Mattheiss / Minister of Music 

Email address: jerry@westport.church 
Pastor Caleb Moore / Pastor to Students & Families 

Email address: caleb@westport.church 
Susie Sherrill, Senior Administrative Assistant  

Email address: susie@westport.church 

We are seeking volunteers for our next Upward Season!  There are many po‐

sitions that need to be filled by our church family if we are to put on Up‐

wards next year;  so please let us know you want to support the ministry of 

Upward Basketball and Cheerleading by signing up for one of the volunteer 

positions on the sign‐up sheet in the vestibule. 

August Birthdays 
8/03    Jane Turpin 

8/04    Lori Blythe 

8/08    Emily Bosley 

8/09    Mike Young, Jr. 

8/10    Edward Buchanan 

8/10    Dawna Owenby 

8/13    Erin Hudgins 

8/15    Rex Mason 

8/15    John Beard 

8/16    Ryan Blythe 

8/17    Billy Turpin 

8/18    Phillip Thomas 

8/20    Paul Blythe 

8/21    Jean Staton 

8/22    Kathy Brown 

8/22    Gary Hunsucker 

8/22    Michael Warren 

8/22    Betty Vido 

8/23    Shirley Greene 

8/23    Barbara Lincoln 

8/23    Tom Weston 

8/24    Natalie Stewart 

8/25    Michael Carpenter 

8/25    Spencer Richardson 

8/26    Josh Francis 

8/26    B.J. Miller 

8/29    Audrey Bass 

8/29    Jack Francis 

8/30    Lorna Baranowski 

8/30    Daniel Wylie 

8/31    Alison Riddle 

8/31    Bobbie Ridenhour 

 
August Anniversaries 

8/02/03    B.J. and Michelle Miller 

8/08/09    Mark and Stefanie Lowery 

8/07/99    Tommy and Stephanie Helms 

8/16/03    Jason and Alicia Hudgins 

8/08/15    John and Amanda Rathemacher 

8/17/85    Pastor Steve and Dawna Owenby 

8/18/56    George and Marian Pickett 

8/21/01    Billy and Jane Turpin 

8/22/69    Darrell and Susan Ellis 

8/24/62    Michael and Barbara Wilkes 

8/26/96    John and Brandi Bryan 

8/28/60    Gary and Carolyn Hunsucker 

8/30/57    Pastor Jerry and Gayle Mattheiss 

 Now, if we are going to be honest, we would all have to admit that we have at one time said something that has gotten us 
into trouble or that we later regretted.  Being the social person that I tend to be, I never have a problem striking up a conversa-
tion with a complete stranger.  This happened to me one time in a crowd of people.  We were so jammed up and moving so 
slowly, there was no where to go.  We just had to stand there like a major traffic jam on I-77.  I struck up a conversation with a 
lady standing right next to me.  I could see by her maternity dress that she was expecting a baby.  So, I asked her a question 
about the fact that she was pregnant (Did I already say we have all said something we have later regretted saying?).  Well, in 
her excitement, she looked at me and practically screamed, “I’M NOT PREGNANT!”  There was no where to run, I couldn’t 
move.  All I could do was stand there next to her shoulder to shoulder, wishing I was on another planet. 

 Now this was an innocent comment; but, unfortunately, sometimes even Christians in the church use their tongues in ways 
that do NOT glorify God!  Our tongues seem so innocent, yet have the ability to cause GREAT DAMMAGE!  Our tongues are 
actually the part of our body that finds it easiest to sin!  Some sins we can’t commit because we don’t have the opportunity – like 
murder, or stealing, but with the tongue we have no such restraints!  It can say anything at any time! 

 The Bible describes our tongues as:  wicked, deceitful, blasphemous, perverse, filthy, corrupt, flattering, slanderous, gossip-
ing, foolish, boasting, complaining, cursing, contentious, sensual and vile.  AND I’m just getting started!  With descriptions like 
these, is it any surprise that God built a cage of teeth to contain it??? 

 James mentions problems with the tongue in every chapter of his New Testament letter!  That should tell us how dangerous 
our tongues can be!  Yet, the real problem is not the tongue but the heart, because your tongue is only an instrument your heart 
uses to express itself!  Matthew 15:19 says, For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, 
theft, false witness, slander.   

 Ancient Jewish Rabbis spoke of the tongue as an arrow and not a dagger or a sword.  Why?  Because the tongue can bring 
great harm from far away!  We know what the first sin was – eating of the forbidden fruit.  But have you ever stopped to think 
about the second sin of mankind?  Adam slandered God by accusing Him of being at fault for THE FALL.  It was a sin of the 
tongue.  In Gen. 3:12 he said, “Lord it is the woman you gave me!” 

 Paul gives a sobering picture of how deadly our tongue is…  In Romans 3 he says, As it is written: "There is none right-
eous, no, not one; (11) There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after God. (12) They have all turned 
aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one." (13) "Their throat [is] an 
open tomb; With their tongues they have practiced deceit"; "The poison of asps [is] under their lips"; (14) "Whose 
mouth [is] full of cursing and bitterness." 

 In Isaiah 6, when Isaiah came into the very presence of God, what part of his body did he immediately speak of as being so 
sinful?  He said, “Woe is me, for I am undone, I am a man of UNCLEAN LIPS!” 

 And YET – a person changed by the Gospel can have a new heart!  Their tongue can change because their heart has 
changed!  As a matter of fact, if one’s tongue is used to gossip and slander and put down others, that person should ask himself 
if God has really saved him.  The Bible is clear that if any man is in Christ, He is a new creature!  As believers, we should use 
our tongues to be a blessing, not to go around trying to lift ourselves up by putting others down.  As James said, in James 3, 
With the same mouth we bless God and curse men; my brothers, these things should not be!   

 As followers of Christ, may we use our tongues for the glory of God always!  May we guard our tongues from being instru-
ments that speak negatively of individuals that God created in His image, and that He loves so much that Jesus came to die for 
on a cross!  May we cry out with the Psalmist,  (Psa 35:28) Then my tongue shall tell of your righteousness and of your 
praise all the day long.  May we remember, memorize and mediate on what Paul said in Ephesians 4:29, Let no corrupting 
talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to 
those who hear.  Who will you use your tongue to bless today? 
 

      Blessings to you all,   
      Pastor Steve 
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August 4, Cold Water Open 9-Noon 

August 16, Lincoln Charter School—          

First Day of School / Half day 

August 19, LOVE DENVER 

          VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

August 20, SUNDAY SCHOOL 

          PROMOTION SUNDAY 

August 28, Lincoln County Schools 

Start Back 

August 29, Deacon’s Meeting 

September 1, Cold Water Open 9-

Noon 

September 4, First MOPS evening 

meeting 6 pm 

September 5, First MOPS morning 

meeting 9 am 

September 26, Deacon’s Meeting 

October 2, MOPS 6 pm 

October 3, MOPS 9 am 

October 6, Cold Water Open 9-

Noon 

October 31, TRUNK OR TREAT 

 

 

 

 

I cannot believe Summer has come and is presently going strong but here 
comes August and September!   That means parents with school aged children will 
begin their usual trips to all the big stores and gathering up all the materials they 
will need for school.  This is not getting funny, folks.  That means we all have aged 
another year since it started last year, 2016.   
 
  When I look at these remaining few months of 2017, I'm trying to wrap my 
brain around the future months of this fast moving 2017.  I trust it's been a good 
one for you.  Vacations, reunions, parties, trips to who-knows-where and I'm sure 
I've missed out on some fun times also.  Guess what I'm trying to bring up is when 
school begins again, things will slow down. 
 

Let me encourage you for a few important times:  Please don't forget 
church!!  Please don't get lax and leave off the most precious time for worship and 
if your church, like ours, Westport, we still believe the Lord meets with us on Sun-
day evenings.  Hope you don't forget about the Lord all day.  Yes, actually, we still 
have Wednesday evening services.  Sunday School!  Oh, yeah!  Very important to 
schedule yourself and your families for that time also.  Classes for everyone.  That's 
the best time to learn God's Word because it's hard for Pastor's to get everything 
in within a time frame for most churches of 30-35 minutes.  So much can be 
learned, and also experience fellowship within a Sunday School class. BTW, we 
have great teachers for all age classes. 
 
  When school gets back into full swing, even our musicians will back raring 
to go!  It's a great time when everyone is back to choir practice and we sing on Sun-
day's.  And our orchestra players will be back!  Of course, our accompanists, can't 
forget them.  (Don't think they ever miss much, though.)  Now, that's commit-
ment.  We really appreciate them.  Sound and screen operators, another group of 
folk that are faithful.  How about you?  Did you know you can be involved in any of 
these ministries?  All you have to do is call us or see us at church.  I would be more 
than happy to discuss all the opportunities to glorify God in different areas.   
 
  Ok, better quit bending your ear.  Just hope and pray everyone will commit 
themselves to be faithful. I really believe the Lord would be pleased, don't 
you?  Let's all just plan on being in church and doing everything God is wanting to 
do by getting the Gospel out to others. Try it, you'll like it! 
 
Thanks for listening, 
 
Pastor Jerry Mattheiss 
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MOPS/MOPS NEXT  
(Mother’s of Preschoolers and School Age Children) 
Here at MOPS, we are on a mission to celebrate motherhood. 

We build circles of women who love each other like family, because raising 

humans is beau�ful and hard, and having each other to lean on is life-

giving. That’s why we connect moms  in our community who meet togeth-

er to laugh, cry and embrace the journey of being a mom.  This is mother-

hood, and together we can change the world in all the best ways. 

D A Y T I M E  M O P S / M O M S N E X T  

Mee�ngs are held on the 1st Tuesday of every month,  9:00a.m. -  noon. 

T W I L I G H T  M O P S / M O M S N E X T  

Mee�ngs are held on the 1st Monday of every month,  6:30 - 9:00 pm 

Register online at www.westport.church/mops 
 

Have you ever asked a stranger if you could pray for them? I have a friend who does this all the time, he has 

made intercessory prayer an integral part of his lifestyle. Every time he’s out to eat he asks the waiter/waitress if he 

can pray for them and if they have any prayer requests or needs. He takes his family around neighborhoods in their 

city and prayer-walks up and down streets greeting people and asking to pray with them. Another friend of mine 

keeps a prayer journal with a running list of people in his life, and will occasionally send texts to his friends and family 

to let them know they are being prayed for. 

  Praying for others, and asking for their prayer requests can seem like a very personal action, one that could be 

seen as an affront. Some people shy away from asking others if they can pray for them for fear that they may cause 

offense, but we are all instructed to pray for others.   

  1 Timothy 2:1 “First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on be‐

half of all men,” 

  James 5:16 “Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed. 

The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.” 

  Our church is part of an intercessory prayer community 

known as Pray 4 Every Home. I encourage all of you to be a part by 

going to Pray4EveryHome.org and signing up. The website will use 

your address and information to generate a list of the people in 

your neighborhood and community, and will daily send you 5 fami-

lies to lift up in prayer. 

  This is a great way to make intercessory prayer a daily hab-

it in your life, and to live out our Biblical commands to pray with-

out ceasing, love our neighbors, and bring everything to the Lord 

in prayer. 

Pastor Caleb Moore 
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