
Important Information on 
how we can be contacted: 

Website - www.westport.church 

Church Office – 704-483-1000 
Weekday Preschool Office 704-483-5835 

Fax - 704-483-7474 

Opportunities Include 

     SUNDAY 
  9:00 AM    Prayer at the Altar 
  9:15 AM    Sunday School 

      10:30 AM    Morning Worship 
  4:30 PM          Adult Choir Practice 

        5:45-7:15 PM  Youth Dive Group   
        5:30 PM          Orchestra Practice 

  6:00 PM    Evening Worship 
      TUESDAY 

       7:00 AM Men’s Prayer 
     10:00 AM Ladies Prayer Time 

     WEDNESDAY 
 6:30 PM Children and Youth Program 

 7:00 PM Adult Bible Study and Prayer 

Church Staff 
Pastor Steve Owenby / Senior Pastor 

Email address: steve@westport.church 
Pastor Jerry Mattheiss / Minister of Music 

Email address: jerry@westport.church 
Pastor Caleb Moore / Pastor to Students & Families 

Email address: caleb@westport.church 
Susie Sherrill, Senior Administrative Assistant  

Email address: susie@westport.church 

12/19    Keslie Miller 

12/20    Judie Mullins 
12/23 Jean Walker 

12/24    Tracie Mason 

12/24    Amanda Rathemacher 
12/27    Sandy Rhyne 

12/28    Noelle Hudgins 

12/29 Gail Lineberger 

12/31    George Pickett 
 

12/03 Frances Digh 

12/04 Jill Barnes 
12/10 Jean Withers 

12/12    Benjamin Miller 

12/14    Kathy Watts 
12/16    Landon Gibson 

12/16    Ron Godfrey 

12/17    Emily Hartsell 

12/19    David Lee 
 

December Anniversaries 
12/01/61    Don and Shirley Greene 

12/04/54    Don and Jackie Clark 
12/05/09    Jason and Lauren Hartsell 

12/07/07    John and Cathy Adams 

12/09/67    Jack and Sandy Rhyne 

12/13/14    John and Marilyn Lee 
12/17/94    Tommy and Pat Casey 

12/26/71    Joseph and Patsy Lukowski 

 

December Birthdays 

Schedule 

for the 

Holidays 
December 3   ~  Lottie Moon Fellowship and Auction 6:00 PM 

December 17 ~ Christmas Cantata  

       10:30 AM & 6:00 PM 

December 24 ~  9:15 AM  Sunday School 

        10:30 AM  Worship Service 

        5:00-5:30 PM  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

                          (come as you are)   
December 25 ~ CHRISTMAS DAY    

       CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED the 25th & 26th 

December 27 ~  No Wednesday Night Services 

December 31 ~  New Year’s Eve  

        9:15 Sunday School 

       10:30 Morning Worship 

        No Evening Worship 

Did you know that each month we send out a quality postcard inviting newcomers to come visit WBC?  We send out around 

100 of these cards each month.  I believe this has been one reason we continue to see a number of people visit WBC.  It is 

awesome that we have been blessed with so many visitors this year; however, having people visit WBC is not our goal.  It is 

not even our goal to get them to become regular attenders and members.  Now don’t get me wrong.  I want to see people 

visit and begin to attend regularly and join the church.  However, our main goal is to help people become devoted disciples 

of the Jesus Christ!  So, what can we do to help people move toward that goal?  What can we do to transition people from 

visiting to attending?  What can we do to help people take the next step of becoming a member?  And what can we do to 

get those who are members to be serious about being a disciple of Jesus and reaching others with the Gospel? (side note / 

question – Is it really fair to call ourselves disciples of Jesus if we are not making disciples?) 

I want to focus for a few minutes on the 2nd step I just mentioned – getting attenders to become regular attenders and even 

members.   

The first step is for all in our church to be inviting people to worship with us.  We can’t get visitors to attend regularly if we 

do not all see it as our responsibility to invite people.  One study done by LIFEWAY says that 8 out of 10 people said they 

would attend a worship service if someone invited them and would be with them while they are at the worship service.  So 

take action!  Who is it that you could invite to come?  If they agree to come, then make arrangements to meet them at the 

Welcome Center and be with them the whole time they are here at WBC.  An EXCELLENT service to invite someone to is not 

only our Sunday morning worship service but also, since it is the Christmas season, you could invite them to the Christmas 

Cantata on Dec. 17.  Also, many people are very open to attending a Christmas Eve Service like the one we will have here at 

WBC at 5pm for about 30 minutes.   PRAY:  Pray that God would bring to your mind someone he would have you to invite to 

worship at WBC.   

A second step is to FOLLOW UP with the person you invited, after they come.  Drop them a note in the mail, send an email 

or even a text message.  The latter two are best if they use email or texting.  This way you can contact them quickly, prefera-

bly within 24 hours.  Also, invite them to come back the following week and invite them to come to Sunday School as well.  I 

truly believe the most important time of the week for the church is the hour we meet together for corporate worship, AND 

IF YOU ARE MISSING OUT ON THIS YOU ARE MISSING OUT ON SOMETHING GOD HAS NOT   

ONLY COMMANDED US TO DO BUT HE BLESSES US WHEN WE DO SO.  However, I do not 

want to downplay the extremely important role of Sunday School. Do you remember what 

Jesus said was the greatest commandment?  To love God with all your heart, soul, and 

mind.  And He said the 2
nd

 greatest commandment is to love your neighbor as you love 

yourself.  The worship service is where we love God; and Sunday School is where we love 

one another (our neighbors).   

So, can I just give you a final challenge?  There is no doubt in my mind that God wants WBC 

to first and foremost reach people who are not a part of His kingdom, with the Gospel. 

 THAT IS OUR MISSION!  As we remember that call upon each of us this month, will you 

make a special effort to invite someone to come worship with you?  Will you invite some-

one who is far from God but close to you, to join you for the Christmas Eve Service or for 

the Cantata?  I hope you will and it may be that you make an eternal difference in 

someone’s life!  Jesus came to this earth to show His love for all of us.  May God give us a 

passion to love others in this same way and reach out to them!  May God bless you with a 

very MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
 
Pastor Steve  ~   2 Cor. 5:9 
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"Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle all the way, O what fun it is to ride in a one horse open sleighaaaaa!!"  Yes, you are read-

ing it right.  It's going to be one of those real "Spiritual" articles this month from my side of the table.  Just some adven-

tures down memory lane about early Christmas times… 

Getting back to "Jingle Bells" song.  As you know, I'm a born and raised Floridian and a 

"One horse open sleigh" is a joke with our family.  We never even saw a snow flake 

unless it was in a book or advertisement and here we were singing that song with eve-

rything we had and enjoying it not knowing anything about a one horse open sleigh.   

"Dashing through the snow..." never came to a realization to me until we moved to 

Indiana during the summer of 1978.  What a ministry we had there but learned real 

quickly about "Snow" and "Jingle Bells." That  winter, I woke up and everything was 

quiet as a mouse.  Looked outside and all I saw was white stuff.  Snow up to the windows and trying to get in the house 

under the doors and through the cracks of the windows.  Temps hovering around 20-25 degrees also.  We were freezing, 

we thought. 

At our family reunion each year, they ask us, our siblings to share some funny and memorable moments about Christmas 

times.  I always told my side of each story and it seemed like each year the situations got larger or longer or worse.  Ever 

notice that?  Anyway, our younger years, with 8 children at the little house we lived in, we had to go out and cut our 

own Christmas tree.   

We had a wooded area on the other side of the road where we lived and that’s where our “Christmas pine tree” came 

from.  Did we ever have fun decorating it!  You can imagine 6 boys doing their very best to make fun with everything we 

did. That poor tree had everything from old socks to whatever we could get to hang on it.  Angel hair. Remember that 

stuff?  Eat you alive.  And we never understood that was the reason we scratched all during Christmas time. 

We thoroughly enjoyed Christmas time though.  Church dramas with all the children learning and singing Christmas car-

ols.  Yep, even Santa Claus coming  through the back door of the church hollering at everybody, ‘Ho Ho Ho boys and girls, 

it’s Christmas time”!!  Throwing little peppermint candy canes at everybody and giving out small gifts to all the children.   

Now, I know most of you folk thought that was the wrong thing to do having old Santa in church, but we didn’t know the 

difference. We loved it!  I’m sure God kinda’ smiled down on us anyway.  Don’t you think God has a strong sense of hu-

mor?  Sure he does.  He’s a great God! 

Christmas time should be the best time of the year and there are songs written about that.   

Oh well, I’ve really spread some Christmas happenings around but enjoy Christmas.  Oh, by the way, our church choir 

will be singing a beautiful Christmas musical, “Mary, Did You Know” on the 17th of December.  We will have it in both ser-

vices that Sunday.  Morning and evening.  Make your plans to come see and hear it.  You’ll enjoy it.  Remember what 

Christmas is all about.  Our Savior was born.  Now, He sits at the right hand of the Father, interceding for us.  What a Sav-

ior He is.  Is He yours?   

Thanks for staying with me on this,     

Pastor Jerry Mattheiss 

 

December 2017 

Christmas Cantata December 17th at 10:30 am & 6 pm 

Please make plans now to bring family and friends to the Westport Baptist Church 

Christmas Cantata, “Mary, Did You Know” - a powerful musical presentation about 
our Savior on Sunday, December 17th at 10:30 a.m. and 6 pm. 

 

www.westport.church www.westport.church 
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The Staff Wishes 

You 

A Very 

Merry Christmas! 

 

The Meaning of the Advent Candles 
 

Five simple candles tell the story of Christ's birth 

and the reasons God sent His only Son to the earth... 

The candle of Hope (Purple) reminds us of the prophet's words 

and the promises they shared with all those who heard. 

The candle of Peace (Purple) reminds us to prepare our hearts, 

because it is within us that true worship starts. 

The candle of Joy (Pink) reminds us how the angels came 

to announce God's good news and glorify His name. 

The candle of Love (Purple) is our response to God's Son 

as we so humbly thank Him for all He has done. 

The final candle stands tall above all the rest, 

because it is for the One who is brightest and best... 

the candle of Christ reminds us of the reason 

we rejoice and celebrate the Christmas season! 

- Holley Gerth 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE: To ensure the deductibility of your 

church contributions, please do not file your 2017 income 

tax return until you have received a written acknowledg-

ment of your contributions from the church. You may lose 

a deduction for some contributions if you file your tax re-

turn before receiving a written acknowledgment of your 

contributions from the church. You should be able to pick 

up your Contribution Statement on the table in the vesti-

bule by January 10th. 
 

 

The 2018 Offering Envelopes will be on the table in the vestibule to-

ward the end of December. Please pick up your box, but please don’t 

start using it until 2018. If you don’t see one with your name, there 

is a supply of blank ones with no name on the table. Please take one 

of those and use for the whole year. Please be sure to write your 

name on the envelope (especially if your offering is cash). 

If you forget to bring your envelope on a Sunday, please just use one 

of the Welcome envelopes on the back of the pew. Please do not pick 

up another numbered box.   

Thank you so much! 

 

 

 Westport BapOst Preschool would like to extend a warm 

thank you to Westport BapOst Church for our wonderful Thanksgiv-

ing meal.  The kitchen commiPee “out did” themselves once again. 

The desserts provided by the church members were delicious and 

hard to pick from.  The preschool staff was very proud of how well 

our kids performed during the program.   

 We also say Thank You so much WBC for helping make our BuPer Braids Fall Fundraiser a huge success 

with your support of ordering 30 BuPer braids, and also the financial donaOon. 

 We are now busy preparing for our Christmas Program which 

will be held on Tuesday, December 19th at 10:30 am. Please join us in 

the sanctuary for another awesome performance, if you are available. 

The preschool will be dismissed following the program and will be 

closed through Tuesday, January 2nd for the Christmas and New Year 

Holidays. 

 If you have a child or grandchild, that you may be interested in 

enrolling, please give us a call at 704-483-5835.  We would love to give 

you informaOon about our program, schedule a guided tour, and an-

swer any quesOons you may have. We will start enrolling for our 2018-

2019 preschool year in February. 

KrisO Wilson,  Weekday Preschool Director 

 

 

 

I had empOed out my liPle football shaped coin bank, and counted all the change spread across my bed. There 

was roughly $25 in coins, so I put it all in a gallon size plasOc bag and took it to my dad. He graciously traded my 

coins for bills and even volunteered to drive me to the store. 

That Christmas morning, I was so incredibly excited. Yes, there was some excitement about the giTs I would be 

geUng, but more than that I wanted to see the reacOons from my mom, dad, sister, and grandparents as they 

opened the giTs I purchased for them. Even though they were cheap trinkets that paled in comparison to other 

giTs found under the tree, my family acted as if they were priceless. They saw that for the first Ome, I under-

stood the reason for giving, and wanted to give sacrificially to them. 

I wish that I could say I maintained that joy in giving 

Christmas presents every year, unfortunately at some 

point giving seemed compulsory. It was expected, even 

required. I always hoped that the recipient enjoyed my 

giT, but someOmes I didn’t give it with the sacrificial joy 

that should mark our generosity. 2 Corinthians 9:7 tells 

us that God loves a cheerful giver. Jesus praises the wid-

ow who gives everything she has. The early church is 

praised for their generosity and sharing everything with 

one another. These are but a few examples of the way 

the Bible instructs us to view our generosity. 

UlOmately, the best example of sacrificial giving is found 

in our Lord himself. He gave up his posiOon at the right-

hand of God, and came down to live among us. He taught, discipled, and healed. Then he died for us on the 

cross, sacrificing himself so that we could be forgiven of sin. This is the reason we celebrate Christmas by giving 

giTs. Christmas causes us to remember the ulOmate giT that anyone could ever give or receive. 

As I’ve grown older the spark of sacrificial giving has reignited, because I see that giving giTs points to the one 

who gave everything for us. 

As our families give and receive giTs this Christmas, let us make sure they remember that giT-giving is about 

Christ, and that our giving to each other should be marked with the joy Christ had as he gave himself for us. 

Merry Christmas, 

Pastor Caleb Moore 

 

The Youth have two events coming up in the month of December 
 

***   Youth movie marathon - December 16th, 10am-6pm 

 

 

 ***   Youth Christmas Party -   

         December 20th, 6:45-8:00pm 
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CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 

DECEMBER 24TH 

AT 5:00 PM 

This is a very special service when many guests 

come from our community. This has become a 

family tradition for many families and we hope 

many from our church will plan to attend. 

 

Our Lottie Moon Kickoff  will be 

Sunday evening, December 3rd.  

We will begin at 6:00 pm 

in the Family Life Center with a 

“Chili or Soup and Sandwich Night” 

followed by a 

“Silent Auc-on” 

(with all the proceeds going to the 

Lo0e Moon offering) 

 

Lo�e Moon Christmas 

Offering Goal 

$15,000.00 

Our Christmas Card Box is set up in the vestibule. You may place your Christmas cards to church 

members in the box and give the money for the cost of the stamps to the Lottie Moon Christmas Of-
fering. 

MOPS/MOPS NEXT  
(Mother’s of Preschoolers and  
School Age Children) 
 
 Here at MOPS, we are on a mission to  

celebrate motherhood.  We build circles of women 

who love each other like family, because raising hu-

mans is beauOful and hard, and having each other to 

lean on is life-giving. That’s why we connect moms  in our community who meet together to laugh, cry and em-

brace the journey of being a mom.  This is motherhood, and together we can change the world in all the best ways. 
 
D A Y T I M E  M O P S / M O M S N E X T  

MeeOngs are held on the 1st Tuesday of every month,  9:00a.m. -  noon. 

Register online at www.westport.church/mops 

December 2017 
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 Electronic	Giving	refers	to	a	process	allowing	church	

contributors	to	have	their	�inancial	contributions	with-

drawn	from	a	checking	or	savings	account	or	to	pro-

cess	their	contribution	through	a	credit	card	transac-

tion.	Bene�its	for	your	Church	Community	Contributors	

using	a	form	of	electronic	contributions	tend	to	give	

more	than	contributors	who	give	through	traditional	

means.		Donors	that	give	through	myEoffering	do	so	

because	it	is	more	ef�icient	for	their	household.	Many	

donors	pay	their	bills	electronically	(ACH)	and/or	

through	credit	cards	and	use	one	check	a	week	for	

their	contributions.	Donor’s	can	use	their	credit	card.	

Although,	no	church	community	supports	donor	debt,	

many	families	prefer	to	use	credit	cards	in	a	responsi-

ble	manner.	Many	prefer	the	security,	ease	of	bill	pay-

ing	or	simply	collect	rewards	points.	Statistics	show	

greater	than	65%	of	electronic	donors	use	credit	cards	

and	tend	to	give	2-3%	more	than	ACH	givers.	Donors	

can	customize	their	own	method	of	giving	based	on	

how	they	receive	their	income.	(ex:	biweekly,	semi-

monthly	or	monthly)	Donors	can	manage	all	of	their	

giving	at	one	time.	They	can	plan	and	designate	their	

contributions	for	all	weekly	collections,	extra	church	

collections	and	tuition	at	the	same	time	that	they	

pledge	their	regular	Offertory	gift.		

Watch	for	more	information	in	the	weeks	ahead!!	

BEGINNING	

DECEMBER	31,	2017	
	

The	church	staff	and	�inance		

ministry	team	understands	that	

this	will	not	be	for	everyone,	but	

we	are	trying	to	give	our	people	

other	options	for	giving.	

 


