
Important Information on 
how we can be contacted: 

Website - www.westport.church 

Church Office – 704-483-1000 
Weekday Preschool Office 704-483-5835 

Fax - 704-483-7474 

Opportunities Include 

     SUNDAY 
  9:00 AM Prayer at the Altar 
  9:15 AM Sunday School 

      10:30 AM Morning Worship 
  4:30 PM       Adult Choir Practice 

  6:00 PM Evening Worship 
      TUESDAY 

       7:00 AM Men’s Prayer 
     10:00 AM Ladies Prayer Time 

     WEDNESDAY 
 7:00 PM Children’s and Youth Pro-

gram 

Church Staff 
Pastor Steve Owenby / Senior Pastor 

Email address: steve@westport.church 
Pastor Jerry Mattheiss / Minister of Music 

Email address: jerry@westport.church 
Pastor Caleb Moore / Pastor to Students & Families 

Email address: caleb@westport.church 
Susie Sherrill, Senior Administrative Assistant  

Email address: susie@westport.church 

We are seeking volunteers for our next Upward Season!  There are many po‐

sitions that need to be filled by our church family if we are to put on Up‐

wards next year;  so please let us know you want to support the ministry of 

Upward Basketball and Cheerleading by signing up for one of the volunteer 

positions on the sign‐up sheet in the vestibule. 

July Birthdays 
7/01    Jack Sipe 

7/02    Caroline Wylie 

7/06    Susan Ellis 

7/06    Tony Luckey 

7/06    Carol Naylor 

7/10    Cathy Carpenter 

7/10    Lyles Munn 

7/10    Shelton Sikes 

7/13    Barbara Wilkes 

7/14    Mary Lee 

7/19    Ryan Miller 

7/19    Charles Richardson 

7/19    Jack Rhyne 

7/20    Margie Alexander 

7/20    Brooke Feltz 

7/21    Daniel Smith 

 

 

 

7/22    Linda Buchanan 

7/22    Georgia Oxendine 

7/23    Marie Brock 

7/24    Bob Barnes 

7/25    Jackie Lineberger 

7/25    Gib Miller 

7/29    Gina Catoe 

7/29    Jim Mahan 

7/29    Mike Upchurch 

7/30    Davis Whitley 

7/31    Bradley Alexander 

7/31    Louise Hoyle 

July Anniversaries 

7/03/60    Clint and Beverly Cartner 

7/05/02    Mike and Jennifer Young 

7/14/11    Lyles and Shelby Munn 

7/17/70    Steve and Judith Vincent 

7/17/93    Larry and Renee Whitley 

7/19/58    William and Laura Lewis 

7/19/98    Robert and Janet Moore 

7/22/78    John and Marie Beard 

 

 

 

 

 

ARE YOU CLOSING OFF GOD’S BLESSINGS ON YOUR LIFE? 
 

Around the turn of the 6th century, a notorious leader in Europe, CLOVIS, was the leader of the Franks.  He 

was baptized by the bishop of Reims.  He also ordered his 3,000 fearsome soldiers to be baptized.  They entered the 

water with their right hands held high so they would not get their fighting, sword yielding, hand wet!  They could say, 

“This hand has never been baptized.”  And they could swing their battle axes and swords just as freely as ever.  There is 

a modern day counterpart of this PARTIAL baptism.  It is seen in Christians who get baptized while holding their wal-

lets, and pocketbooks and checkbooks high out of the water so they can say, “I can continue to spend my money as I 

please.” 

Do Christians literally hold their right hand up and out of the water while being baptized?  Obviously not, but 

as Jesus pointed out in the Sermon On The Mount, it is our heart that matters the most.  And for many Christians, 

who come to Christ, they see no connection between surrendering their lives to Christ when they get saved and allow-

ing Christ to be Lord of their finances; and in their hearts, they have not surrendered their finances to Christ.  They 

fail to see that God has blessed them so richly in this nation so they can use their finances for the glory of God. 

I share this with you this month, because we are about $22,000 behind in our budget.  As a member / partici-

pant of WBC you have a right to know of this shortfall.  This amount represents about 4.7% of our annual budget.  At 

this rate we will see that increase to about $29,000 behind budget (5.0%) by the end of the fiscal year at the end of Sep-

tember.   

I want to challenge everyone to ask yourself, “Am I giving according to God’s plan for giving?”  In the Old Tes-

tament, believers brought their tithe to God at the temple.  As a matter of fact, they gave 2 and 1/3 tithes EVERY 

YEAR.  Not only did they give their tithe, but they gave of their first fruits.  They didn’t wait and see what they had left 

over and give that to the Lord.  No, God wanted them to demonstrate their faith in Him and give to Him before they 

paid any bills or put any money in savings or before they took a vacation.  Are you giving of your first fruits to 

God?  Are you giving at a minimum of a tithe (10%)?  As a nation, not only are we the wealthiest people in the world, 

but we are the wealthiest civilization that has ever existed.  Paul told Timothy, [1Ti 6:17-19 NKJV] 17 Command those 

who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives 

us richly all things to enjoy. 18 [Let them] do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, 

19 storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.  If there 

was ever a people that this verse was meant for, it was for Christians in America!  If your income is just $25,000 a year 

that puts you among the top 2% of the wealthiest people in the world – you earn more money than 6.9 billion people 

on the planet!  How can we as American Christians justify not giving generously, cheerfully, proportionately and regu-

larly to the Lord thru the local church? (Mal. 3:10) 

 I want to ask you as someone whom God has led to be a part of WBC to please pause and evaluate your giving 

to WBC.  God has called us to take the Gospel to the world and to our community.  We have 70% of the people 

around us within 3 miles (and I’m sure that percentage extends beyond the 3 mile radius), that do not know Jesus 

Christ.  I am firmly convicted that as we work together and give together to our church and its endeavors, we can see 

God use our faithfulness to make a difference in where people will spend eternity.  It takes money to run the buses to 
continued on page 2...  
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….continued from page 1 
 

pick up kids for AWANA, to pay the electricity and mortgage for our family life cen‐
ter where we love on those children.  It takes money to do ministry to disciple peo‐
ple like our ladies Bible studies are doing so successfully.  It takes money to start 
new ministries as we are looking to start in the next couple of months – a Mothers 
of Preschoolers ministry (MOPS), GRIEF SHARE, and a ministry to business people 
in our community.  It takes money, but we believe these types of ministries will 
open doors for us to share the Gospel with those around us who desperately need 
Jesus.  I believe these are the kind of things people can be a part of that will make 
an eternal difference.  Let me close by challenging you to consider what God told 
Malachi to tell the people who were holding back their tithes and offerings from 
the temple.  [Mal 3:10 NKJV] 10 Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, That there 
may be food in My house, And try Me now in this," Says the LORD of hosts, "If I will 
not open for you the windows of heaven And pour out for you [such] blessing That 
[there will] not [be room] enough [to receive it]. 
 
Blessings to you all,   Pastor Steve 
 

 I only hope and pray your summer will be great.  Please, when traveling, be 
safe and be attentive to others that are doing the same.  Lots of drivers out there 
on the highways that do not really pay attention.  Gayle and I just returned from 
her family's reunion in Pigeon Forge, TN and we had a wonderful time.  
Great to see all her siblings and their families also.  Traveling back to Denver after 
vacationing, I was able to watch as travelers hustled to and for trying to get where 
they were going.  I was thinking of our Pastor's series of sermons on prophecy and 
what lies ahead for us.  Where would we be if Jesus would come right in the middle 
of all the commotion going on? 
 
 Many would disappear.  Many would be left behind to fend for themselves. 
What a tragic sight.  Can you imagine the chaos on highways, in the air, in motels, 
all places, relatives?, "Gone."  I know I do not desire to be left that way. How about 
your plans?  Have you already made your decision about that coming moment?   
Those of us that have already made provision are excited about this event.   
 
 Until then, we must live this life as God allows us.  And with that in mind, 
we are planning for a brand new ministry for us at Westport Baptist and the whole 
Denver area.  It's "Grief/Share."  A ministry that meets with folk that have lost a 
loved one and going through a time of grief.  Our start‐up date is planned for 
September 5th, 7‐8:30 pm,  each Tuesday here at Westport Baptist.  I will be lead‐
ing this with my wife, Gayle, and another couple, John and Marie Beard.  To our 
knowledge, there isn't a ministry like this all through our whole area.  I will be giv‐
ing more information regarding this during the month of August. 
 
 I want to encourage you to do your best to be faithful to your Sunday 
 School class this summer.  Our teachers are still planning and studying and teach‐
ing God's Word each Sunday.  Sunday School is the place to really learn about His 
Word and how it can be applied to your life.  
 
 If you're reading this and do not have a class to attend, please feel free to 
contact us at church: 704‐483‐5851.  We have children's classes, a youth class, and 
several adult classes; classes for all ages, 3 year old's all the way to senior adults.   
 
Until He Comes,  Pastor Jerry Mattheiss 

 

www.westport.church 

June 2017  

 I would assume, (and I don’t think I am wrong in assuming), that most people would be able to tell me a new 
and interesting fact or lesson they have learned recently. In fact, if I were to narrow my inquiry to a fact or lesson that 
you learned for your job or at your school, the majority of people would still be able to answer positively. 
  
 Most employers recognize the need for their workforce to be learning new things constantly and so many 
careers have some form of continuing education: conferences, seminars, continuing education courses, all of these 
things are designed to teach employees new skills, knowledge, and abilities specific to their career of choice. 
  
 It is important within every vocation to always be learning and growing.  It is vital for one who follows Christ 
to always be learning and growing in your walk with Christ. 
  
 What would you be able to say if I asked you what new things God has been teaching you lately? 
  
 I have tried this question on children before, and – after the surprise giggles from being put on the spot –, 
most kids will give me a rather generic answer.  I have tried this question on adults and the result is shockingly similar. 
I know that this doesn’t mean most people aren’t learning anything.  Having a question thrown at you about your per‐
sonal and intimate walk with Christ can be disorienting and the mind reaches for an easy answer, even if it isn’t the 
most true or most recent thing.  But I also know that many do not have an answer because they aren’t spending time 
with God.  Sometimes the value you place on God can be obvious to others, sometimes it can be difficult to deter‐
mine. 
  
 God knows what value you place on Him.  He expects you to desire to grow and learn in Him.  Deuteronomy 
6:4‐9 instructs God’s people to constantly be thinking and learning from the words of God, and to teach others as we 
do so. 
  
 I pray that we as a church can become known for the value we put on God’s teachings.  Let us as a church 
commit to learning and growing, and in doing so build one another up in the knowledge and wisdom of God.  Let us 
commit to pouring out our depth of understanding to a community and world that is dry and weary and desperate to 
learn the truth of the Gospel. 
 
Pastor Caleb Moore 
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JUST SOME OF THE THINGS WE CAN PRAY FOR: 

Vacation Bible School ‐ for the teachers, assistants and helpers, students, bus 

drivers, safety, that God would send the children and that the children will       

respond to the Gospel message. 

Grief/Share Ministry ‐ for Pastor Jerry and Gayle Mattheiss, John and Marie 

Beard, pray for the people God would bring our way, and pray for us as we    

minister to them. 

Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) ‐ for Alicia Hudgins, assistants, that God would 

bring mothers to us, and pray for us as we minister to them. 

Our Youth ‐ Pastor Caleb and Claire Moore, assistants, students, pray for safety 

as they travel this summer for mission trips and camp. Pray that hearts will be 

changed and drawn closer to God. Pray for Pastor Caleb and Claire as the time is  

getting closer for having their baby. 

AWANA Program ‐ for Mike Young Jr., the teachers and assistants, students, bus 

drivers needed, safety,  that God would send the children for us to teach them 

about GOD and His Love. 

AND that GOD would be GLORIFIED in everything we do! 


