
For the month of  June 2016   

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you, and you will be My 

witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  

(Act 1:8 HCSB) 

 It is estimated that 94% of the world’s population has heard of Coca-Cola.  

72% has seen a Coca-Cola and 51% have tasted it!  It is sad that the Coca-Cola Com-

pany has done a better job of getting their product into the world than what the 

church has done in getting the Gospel to the world. 

 The population of the world is right at 7 billion people.  As followers of Christ 

who have been commissioned to take the Gospel to every corner of the earth, we 

should be powerfully impacted by that number.  The size of that number alone is al-

most beyond comprehension and can make us feel overwhelmed.  However, there is 

another number that should bring us to our knees.  It is the number 2.9 Billion.  That 

is the number of people estimated to have never even heard the Gospel.  That is not 

the number of people who are lost – that number would be much larger.  Many people 

HAVE heard but have rejected the Gospel.  The 2.9 Billion is the number who have 

never had anyone share with them about the love of God expressed through the death 

of Jesus Christ at Calvary.  Think about it, 2.9 billion people!  Unless they hear the 

Gospel they are certainly bound for hell, according to the Scriptures.  Such news 

should not cause us to throw up our hands in despair.  No, it should motivate us to do 

all we can to take the Gospel to as many people as we can.  No, we alone as Westport 

Baptist Church cannot do this task all by ourselves.  However, we can do something!  

We must do something! 

 You might be tempted to say, “But we are giving our money to missions 

through the Cooperative Program of the SBC.  Our money goes to keep international 

missionaries on the field and to sending them to very spiritually dark places in the 

world.  Isn’t that enough?” 

 That is a good start, but we must remember Acts 1:8.  That particular state-

ment made by Jesus directly to all who would profess faith in Him, reminds us that 

taking the Gospel to the world is not something we do by a substitute missionary.  It 

is to be hands on for every body of believers – for every local church.  My question is 

this… “How are we doing as a local church in taking the Gospel to every corner of the 

earth?  How are we doing in being hands on in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the 

ends of the earth?”  When we look at our Jerusalem (Lake Norman Area) we are well 

established and have an effective ministry.  However, when we begin to look at our 

Judea (North Carolina), Samaria (the United States) and the ends of the earth (the 

rest of the world) – we have very little hands on activity as a church.  Yes, we are do-

ing some mission trips and that is great.  But what are we doing to have an ongoing 

established work in other areas with the purpose of planting 

churches?  I am praying that God will help us to establish a pres-

ence not just in our “Jerusalem” but in each of these other areas 

as well.  Let us all pray that we will be an Acts 1:8 church.  May 

God help WBC to establish partnerships with church planters in 

our “Judea” our “Samaria” and “to the ends of the earth.” 

 C.T. Studd once said, “Some wish to live within the sound 

of church or chapel bell; I want to run a rescue shop within a 

yard of hell.”  May that be the cry and passion of our heart! 

Pastor Steve Owenby 
2 Cor. 5:9 

Mark 

Your Calendar 
 

• June 5, Graduation Sun-
day 

• June 19,  
   FATHER’S DAY 

• June 20-24, VBS 
• June 26, INDEPEND-
ENCE DAY BABY PA-

RADE 

• June 28, Deacon’s Meet-
ing 

• July 4-8, Crossroads 
Youth Camp 

• July 17-21, West Virginia 
Mission Trip - Cost $150 

• July 18-23, World Chang-
ers  

• July 26, Deacon’s Meet-
ing 7pm 

• August 5th, TBA 
• August 17, Charter 
Schools start 1/2 day 

• August 20, LOVE 
    DENVER 

• August 28,  John G.    
Elliott Concert 7 PM 

• August 29, Lincoln 
County Schools start 

• August 30, Deacon’s 
Meeting 7pm 

                          



 Last month, I told you the story of a wonderful hymn and 
thought I'd introduce you the story of another very well know 

hymn we sing quite frequently at Westport Baptist.  We sing 
songs and hardly ever think about it's origin and who wrote it so 
here's another one we know like our own name: "How Great Thou 

Art." 

 I will write it just like I have it:  "The hymn, having been 

written in 1885, has reached an astounding degree of popularity, 
mostly since 1955 and George Beverly Shea's recording of it on 
record.  Much credit is due, probably more than to any other sin-

gle thing, the New York Crusade with Billy Graham Evangelistic Team in 1957, for the popularizing 
of this hymn.  It is reported that it was sung more than 100 times during this series of meetings, 

by Mr. Shea. 

 Carl Boberg, a young man in Sweden, became completely captivated by the wonders of God 
in a thunder storm.  The lightning flashed, the thunder rolled and the rains came down.  Presently, 

the rains slackened and stopped.  The sun peeked through an opening in the clouds.  The birds be-
gan to sing and the little streams made their way to the sea, and Carl Boberg wrote, "O Great 
God."  It is called today, "How Great Thou Art."  He wrote nine verses in all.  They were first pub-

lished in March 13, 1886, in a local newspaper in Monteras, Sweden. 

 Carl Boberg, only 25 years of age at the time of the writing of his hymn, was born in 

1859.  During his versatile life he was a pastor, editor of a religious periodical and served as a 
member of the Upper House of the Swedish Parliament.  His song first appeared in a hymnal in 
1894.  In 1907 it was translated into German, and from German into Russian.  An English mission-

ary, found the Russian version and gave us his translation about 1927.  Although another transla-
tion, from the Swedish poem, has been written by Mrs. Avis B. Christiansen, the former remains by 
far the most popular.  Many polls in the U.S.A.  rate it along with "The Old Rugged Cross" and 

"What A Friend We Have In Jesus."   

 I often wonder how many times this old hymn has been sung at churches and even at 
homes.  How many times have you sung this song by yourself in a car or somewhere?  Great hymn 

to know and sing.  As you read this, think about the song. 

Until He Comes,  Pastor Jerry Mattheiss 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

  It’s officially Summer and many of us are dreaming, planning, and impatiently waiting for 

our vacation. If you are like me, your dream involves hot sand, saltwa-
ter, a gentle breeze, and some fresh seafood. Oh, and of course a good 

book, a little adventure, and plenty of rest.  

 The very notion of a vacation means that we are attempting to 
vacate, or leave behind something. For the majority of us, (if not all of 

us), we are trying to vacate trials, burdens, and stress. Unfortunately, 
we rarely have the opportunity to dictate when trials, burdens, and 
stress pop up in our lives. But as James says, “Consider it all joy when-

ever you face trials of many kinds” (James 1:2). Not only are we to use 
trials and stress to produce perseverance and maturity in our own faith, but this kind of joy 
through stress demonstrates to others that we have a powerful God who cares for our needs and is 

able to lift us up even during difficulty. This is where true peace comes from. Even the perfect va-
cation has an end, but the peace of God will remain with us throughout all of life. 
 

Philippians 4:4-7    4Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5Let your gentleness be 
evident to all. The Lord is near. 6Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by 

prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

 This Summer, let your reaction to stress demonstrate to your family and friends that God is 
in control of your life, and that your peace doesn’t come from external circumstances. I hope you 

all are able to enjoy a wonderful vacation.  
 

Pastor Caleb Moore 

 



VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  ~  JUNE 20-24  6:00-8:30 PM 
At this monumental Vacation Bible School program,  
 At this monumental Vacation Bible School program, your kids 
will dive deep into the account of Noah and the Flood from the book of 
Genesis! They’ll learn to apply the spiritual lessons from Noah’s life to 
their own. And, along the way, they’ll uncover earthly lessons from the 
Flood: how all the animals fit on the Ark, how the Flood covered the 
whole Earth, and how we can still see the effects of this Flood today. 
They’ll also learn that the flood legends from around the world are 

based on the true account in Genesis!  Prepare for a boatload of excitement at Ocean Commotion 
VBS! 
 
Crossroads Summer Camp, July 4th - 8th 
The Student Ministry will be attending Crossroads Summer Camp in Anderson University this July. I 
have personally been to dozens of different Summer Camps, and Crossroads is far and above my fa-
vorite. Clayton King and his summer staff do an excellent job presenting the gospel and interacting with 
students in a meaningful and life-changing way, as well as providing tons of fun activities and entertain-
ing challenges. 
Camp will be from July 4th-July 8th. The Cost for camp is $299 a student and a $50 deposit was due 
by April 24th, the remainder is due with all forms on May 29th.  If you still want to go and did not get 
your deposit in, please see Pastor Caleb to see if there are spots still available. 
 

World Changers Mission Trip, July 18th - 24th 
There will also be a youth mission trip in July to Cincinnati, Ohio with World 
Changers. World Changers is a mission opportunity that takes place through 
Lifeway, and pushes both students and adult leaders to make a difference in 
our world. World Changers gets students to interact with people through the 
means of light construction projects such as painting, deck and ramp repair and 
building, landscaping, and litter pickup. No experience is necessary as each 
crew will have an experienced crew chief to lead them. In the midst of the con-
struction projects, Students are encouraged to interact with the homeowners as well as go into the 
neighborhoods sharing the Gospel of Christ. We will stay an extra day in the Cincinnati area after the 
project is over, to visit the Creation Museum. Run by Answers in Genesis, the Creation Museum is an 
incredible place of learning about all of God’s creation and what we know about the science behind it. 
The Trip will take place July 18th to the 24th, and costs $269. There will be additional costs which will 
be around $120 for the trip to the Creation Museum and an overnight stay at a hotel. A $50 deposit was 
due April 24th, the remainder is due with all forms on June 26th. If you still want to go and did not get 
your deposit in, please see Pastor Caleb to see if there are spots still available. 
 

As you can see, It will be a fun-filled and busy Summer for our children and youth! Parents, don’t hesi-
tate to contact me for information about any of our trips or activities! And if any of these opportunities 
looks fun to you, please let me know, we will need adult leaders to attend alongside us! 
 

 

INDEPENDENCE DAY BABY PARADE JUNE 26TH @ 10:30AM 

We are excited about our 14th Annual Inde-
pendence Day Baby Parade Sunday, June 
26th during the Morning Worship at 10:30 am. 
This parade is for all children 5 years old and 
younger. Begin to think about how you will 
dress your children and decorate your wagons. 
You do not have to be a member to participate. 
Be sure to invite all your family and friends. 
Don’t hesitate to let us know if we need to re-
serve a few rows for you, your family, and 
friends. Please contact Susie in the church of-
fice and let her know that you are going to 
march! 

  



Important Information on 

how we can be contacted: 

Website - www.westportbaptist.net 

Church Office – 704-483-5851 

Weekday Preschool Office 704-483-5835 

Prayer Line - 704-483-5841 

Fax - 704-483-7474 

Westport Baptist Church 

2372 Lake Shore Rd. S. 

Denver, N.C. 28037 

Opportunities Include 

     SUNDAY 

  9:00 AM Prayer at the Altar 

  9:15 AM Sunday School 

      10:30 AM Morning Worship 

  4:30 PM       Adult Choir Practice 

  6:00 PM Evening Worship 

      TUESDAY 

     10:00 AM Ladies Prayer Time 

     WEDNESDAY 

 7:00 PM Student Ministry 

 7:00 PM Adult Worship Service 

Church Staff 

Pastor Steve Owenby / Senior Pastor 

Email address: steve@westport.church 

Pastor Jerry Mattheiss / Minister of Music 

Email address: jerry@westport.church 

Pastor Caleb Moore / Pastor to Students & Families 

Email address: caleb@westport.church 

Susie Sherrill, Senior Administrative Assistant  

Email address: susie@westport.church 

6/02    Sammie Atwell 

6/02    Leona Hall 

6/04    John Lee 

6/04    Bob Mann 

6/04    Kevin Mason 

6/07    Art Francis 

6/08    Linda Gibson 

6/08    Alisa Wilson 

6/11    Mark McGinnis 

6/12    Linda Baxter 

6/12    Kevin Bosley 

6/12    Wayne Brock 

6/14    Louise Burgess 

6/04/55    Loyd and Bobbie Ridenhour 

6/09/67    Larry and Mary Lee 

6/11/71    Jerry and Wilma Hudgins 

6/13/71    Jim and Nancy Stewart 

6/15/63    Charles and Michelle Williams 

6/16/56    Gerald and Carolyn Johnson 

6/17/66    Larry and Jean Walker 

6/20/08    Jason and Courtney Wylie 

6/25/60    Wayne and Marie Brock 

6/25/82    Mike and Kathy Watts 

6/26/04    Derek and Brooke Feltz 

6/19    Charles Whitley 

6/21    Arlen Melton 

6/23    Danika Rodriguez 

6/22    Larry Schlise 

6/23    Chancellor Sikes 

6/23    Mike Young, III 

6/24    Zachary McGinnis 

6/25    Bayli Bryan 

6/25    Jennifer McGinnis 

6/26    Ruth Hatfield 

6/26    Christy Roche 

6/26    Mary Wylie 

6/30    Faith Blythe 


