
 It is hard to believe we are already approaching Summer!  The seasons change and they seem to change more rap‐
idly with each passing year.   
 
 Changes take place all around us.  Our children and grandchildren change right before our very eyes!  The weather 
changes.  Political leaders change.  Our neighbors change.  We change our minds.  We change our tastes in clothing, cars 
and the way we decorate our homes.  Some even change the color of their hair ‐ but we won't dwell on that (I think I will 
CHANGE the topic)! 
 
 All this change is constantly taking place around us in God's creation, and in our own lives!  We like change be‐
cause it defeats boredom and monotony.  And yet, when it comes to ministry and how we carry out the great commis‐
sion, sometimes that is the one place we are most resistant to change.  This month I want to share with you an article by 
Thom Rainer that I hope will challenge you to look at the importance of changes in the body of Christ. 
 

FIVE REASONS WHY STABILITY IS BAD FOR A CHURCH 
 
 Change or die.  That is reality for churches today.  Of course, I am not talking about Scripture, doctrine, or spiritual 
disciplines changing. Those things are constants, never to be compromised. But much of what we do in our churches must 
change. And, unfortunately, many church members and leaders resist change. They seek stability and comfort over obedience 
and sacrifice. Let’s look at five key reasons why stability is bad for a church. 
 

A stable church is not a church on mission. The very nature of the Great Commission means our churches should be in 
constant change. A church member blasted a pastor for his efforts at leading the church to reach unbelievers in the 
community. She castigated him because “those people are messing up our church.” Sigh. 

 
Comfort is the enemy of obedience. Review all the examples of obedient persons in the Bible. In every case, they had to 

get out of their comfort zones. Too many church members want stability because they don’t want to experience the 
discomfort of obedience. 

 
Stable churches are not reaching their communities. The communities in which churches are located are changing. Many 

are changing rapidly. If a church seeks comfort, it is not willing to make the necessary changes to impact the commu‐
nity it was called to serve. 

 
Stable churches do not create new groups. Show me a stable church, and I will show you a church that is not creating 

new groups or Sunday school classes. Show me a church not creating new groups, and I will show you a church that 
is inwardly focused. The members are spiritual navel gazers. 

 
Members of stable churches want the focus to be on their preferences. They want church “the way it’s always been.” 

They are more concerned about getting their way with music style, room temperature, and precise starting time of 
worship services. In their latter years, they are able to sing, “I did it my way” rather than “I did it God’s way.”              
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• June 2, Cold Water Open 9:00-Noon 

• June 4, Church Wide Picnic  

• June 17, VBS Invite the Community 

• June 18, FATHER’S DAY, No PM 

service 

• June 24, Love Life Prayer in Charlotte 

• June 26 - July 1, World Changers 

• June 27, Deacon’s Meeting 

• July 9-14, VACATION BIBLE 

SCHOOL 

• July 17-21, Youth Summer Camp 

• July 25, Deacon’s Meeting 

 

….continued from page 1 
 

 There is nothing biblical about a stable church. In fact, the stability is really 
just an illusion. Those churches that seek stability will ironically change the most 
rapidly toward decline and death. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 Please don't miss our picnic coming up on Sunday, June 4, 2017 at Rock 
Springs Park.   

 In July we will be having two guest speakers in conjunction with some 
time off I will be taking.  On July 4 we will have Kevin Quails who is one of our 
missionaries to the unborn in the state of NC.  He is with the Christian Adoption 
Services and helps to match Christian families up with babies and children need‐
ing a home. 
  
 On July 9, I am excited about having Ron Larson come speak to us!  He is 
with the SBC North American Mission Board.  He is directly involved with planting 
churches in one of our "SEND CITIES", Baltimore, MD.  I have been praying and 
believe God would have us to look at being a supporting church with a church 
planter in this area.  This kind of a relationship will allow us to be directly involved 
by sending groups up to help as well as by having the church planter come speak 
to us and give us a chance to form a close personal relationship with him and his 
family. 
 
 Jeff Abernethy, our missionary to students at UNCC will be speaking in 
the evening service.  What a blessing he is to many students and what a blessing 
it is to have him come speak to our church. 
 
 Be in prayer for several of our men who will be traveling in couple of 
weeks to the Dominican Republic to help set up the tent we purchased that will 
be used as a church for the people out in the sugar cane fields.  Also, be praying 
for some in our church family who will be on Mission this summer in Asia.  Their 
destination must be kept private as they will be traveling to areas where mission‐
ary travel is restricted. 
 
 Let's not forget God has called us to make our number one priority in the 
church, THE GREAT COMMISSION.  I ask you, "Who is it that you know that is far 
from God but close to you that you can make it a regular effort to build a mean‐
ingful friendship with them with the hope of bringing them close to God?" 
 
 Remember what the Apostle Paul said to us…  [1Ti 2:1‐2 NKJV] 1 Therefore 
I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, [and] giving of thanks 
be made for all men, 2 for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. 
 
Blessings to you and I love you! 
Pastor Steve Owenby 
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 Parents, summer is here and that means that many of you will be spending more time with your children now 
that they are out of school.  Here are some great ways you can easily teach them more about Christ while you enjoy 
spending valuable time together. 
  
 Pick a verse of the week and work on memorizing it together.  You can modify this for younger children and 
have a verse every two weeks or a month.  Incentivize their learning each week with a sweet treat, or set a goal for 
the end of the summer and take them on a special trip as a reward. 
  
 Set aside some time every day to read scripture together.  Start the day off with a family devotion, or end the 
day together with scripture and prayer.  You will be establishing a habit that could build and edify your family for gen‐
erations. 
  
 Spend a day with each child this summer and take them to do something they will enjoy, (swimming, hiking, 
shopping, etc…).   Talk about the coming school year and discuss any expectations you or your child may have.  Make 
sure that you let them know the importance of their walk with Christ as you discuss how they will grow throughout 
the next year. 
  
 Set some goals together.  These can be goals that you may set for your kids, for yourself, goals they desire to 
accomplish, they may set some goals for you, or you can set joint goals as a family.  Discuss them regularly and keep 
each other accountable to reach those goals. 
  
 Make sure your children see that you care about growing in your relationship with God and that they know 
the importance of their own relationship with God.  Take the opportunities you have this summer to model spiritual 
growth! 
 
Pastor Caleb Moore 
 

I have been talking lately about some favorite hymns we sing in church from time to time.  I will tell you about 
one special song that means a lot to many people and is a favorite among Christians.  Let me set it up by explaining a 
little story that happened to me about this particular song.  As a trombonist, of which I have tried to be since I was 12 
years of age, years ago this story was very special to me. 
 

While ministering in a church in Tennessee for fifteen years, I was invited to a trombone clinic of around 24 
trombonists made up of several doctors.  A choir member of mine worked with these doctors at a local hospital in 
Chattanooga.  He thought I would enjoy listening to them practice.  I went.  Without their knowing, they were practic‐
ing a "Religious" hymn and there I sat with my friend that we actually knew the writer of that particular song.  
 

After they practiced the song, of which was the most beautiful rendition I have ever heard, my friend intro‐
duced me to these men.  I was able to stand in the middle of that circle of professional trombonists and tell them the 
story of the writer and how the song came about.  Many of those players were non‐Christians. The song, "No One Eve 
Cared For Me Like Jesus," was written by Charles F. Weigle.  While in college at Tennessee Temple there, I had the 
opportunity of singing in a college choir named after him.  I actually was able to sing in our choir celebrating his 90th 
birthday while in college.    
 

Dr. Weigle was born November 20, 1871 in Lafayette, Ind.  He was a faithful servant of Jesus Christ as well as a 
musician.  Through troubles and heartaches, of which his spouse made him choose between her and the ministry,  Dr. 
Weigle wrote this song and it later became a favorite of thousands and is still being sung  today.  "I would love to tell 
you what I think of Jesus, Since I found Him a friend so strong and true.  I would tell you how He changed my life com‐
pletely, He did something that no other friend could do.  No One ever cared for me like Jesus, There's no other friend 
so kind as He; No one else could take the sin and darkness from me, O how much He cared for me."   
 

Songs like that will last for many, many years.  They tell of someone and has a story that's true about a man's 
life.  Next time you hear it, you will know a little of who wrote it.  He, Jesus Christ, can do the same for you. 
 
Thanks for listening,  Pastor Jerry Mattheiss 
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Important Information on 
how we can be contacted: 

Website - www.westport.church 

Church Office – 704-483-1000 
Weekday Preschool Office 704-483-5835 

Fax - 704-483-7474 

Opportunities Include 

     SUNDAY 
  9:00 AM Prayer at the Altar 
  9:15 AM Sunday School 

      10:30 AM Morning Worship 
  4:30 PM       Adult Choir Practice 

  6:00 PM Evening Worship 
      TUESDAY 

       7:00 AM Men’s Prayer 
     10:00 AM Ladies Prayer Time 

     WEDNESDAY 
 7:00 PM Children’s and Youth Program 

 7:00 PM Adult Worship Service 

Church Staff 
Pastor Steve Owenby / Senior Pastor 

Email address: steve@westport.church 
Pastor Jerry Mattheiss / Minister of Music 

Email address: jerry@westport.church 
Pastor Caleb Moore / Pastor to Students & Families 

Email address: caleb@westport.church 
Susie Sherrill, Senior Administrative Assistant  

Email address: susie@westport.church 

6/02    Sammie Atwell 

6/02    Leona Hall 

6/04    John Lee 

6/04    Bob Mann 

6/04    Kevin Mason 

6/07    Art Francis 

6/08    Linda Gibson 

6/08    Alisa Wilson 

6/11    Mark McGinnis 

6/12    Linda Baxter 

6/12    Kevin Bosley 

6/12    Wayne Brock 

6/14    Louise Burgess 

 

6/04/55    Loyd and Bobbie Ridenhour 

6/08/10    Brad and Lorna Baranowski 

6/09/67    Larry and Mary Lee 

6/11/71    Jerry and Wilma Hudgins 

6/13/71    Jim and Nancy Stewart 

6/15/63    Charles and Michelle Williams 

6/16/56    Gerald and Carolyn Johnson 

6/17/66    Larry and Jean Walker 

6/20/08    Jason and Courtney Wylie 

6/25/60    Wayne and Marie Brock 

6/25/82    Mike and Kathy Watts 

6/26/04    Derek and Brooke Feltz 

 

6/21    Arlen Melton 

6/23    Danika Rodriguez 

6/23    Chancellor Sikes 

6/23    Mike Young, III 

6/24    Zachary McGinnis 

6/25    Bayli Bryan 

6/25    Jennifer McGinnis 

6/26    Ruth Hatfield 

6/26    Christy Roche 

6/26    Mary Wylie 

6/30    Faith Blythe 

We are already seeking volunteers for our next Upward Season!  There are 

many positions that need to be filled by our church family if we are to put on 

Upwards next year;  so please let us know you want to support the ministry 

of Upward Basketball and Cheerleading by signing up for one of the volun‐

teer positions on the sign‐up sheet in the vestibule. 


