
For the month of  May 2016   

IS IT REALLY IMPORTANT TO SPEND TIME IN THE WORD OF GOD? 

 If God’s Word is true then it is important. The Bible is unique. It is like no other book 
ever written. It was inspired, not in the sense that someone feels inspired to write a beautiful 
song or poem. The sense in which the Bible is inspired refers to the way God divinely 
watched over its writing to insure it was exactly what He wanted. 2 Timothy 3:16, 17 says, All 
scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction 
for instruction in righteousness; that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unto all good works. No other book can make this claim. Bible scholars will often refer to the 
“verbal, plenary” inspiration of the scriptures.  Plenary refers to the whole of scripture and 
verbal refers to the parts. Jesus affirmed this truth in Matthew 5:17-18 when he said that the 
smallest letter or stroke would not pass from the law… As well, in verse 17 he also referred 
to the whole of scripture, recognizing it is not just the parts that are inspired but also the 
whole of scripture that is inspired. 

 God’s Word is also inerrant. This refers to how God preserved His Word from error. 
What the Bible says can be accepted as truth. While the Bible does not address all issues 
when it does address an issue it is accurate in what it says. In science, the Bible does not tell 
us all there is to know, but when the Bible makes a statement related to science we can rest 
assured it is without error. History gives us many examples of where the Bible and science 
have been in conflict, and thus far, science has never proven the Bible wrong but science 
has repeatedly ended up adjusting its view to conform to the teaching found in God’s Word. If 
God is the creator of this physical universe, why should we be surprised that He understands 
how the universe works? 

 This Special book God has given us 
teaches us many truths about life.  One important 
truth we learn is why we were created. After ex-
ploring all the paths the world says will lead to 
fulfillment in life, the writer of Ecclesiastes tells us 
he finally discovered the purpose in life and what 
brings true contentment and peace. He says in 
verse 13 of chapter 12, Let us hear the conclu-
sion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his 
commandments: for this is the whole duty of 
man. As believers, if we want to fulfill our God 
given purpose for existing, which is to glorify Him; 
then it is critical we learn the Word of God, medi-
tate on the Word of God, hide the Word of God in our hearts (not just our heads), and we 
must live out the Word of God. 

 God’s love for us is so great, He wanted us to find joy in this life. He has given us the 
Word of God as a gateway to this joy He wants us to have. So, what are you doing to fulfill 
your God given purpose in the universe? I pray you have made God’s Word a vital part of 
your daily living so you can be all that God has called you to be. 

Pastor Steve Owenby 
2 Cor. 5:9 

 

 

Mark 

Your Calendar 

• May 1,  

   HOMECOMING 

• May 7, Special Ladies 

Luncheon @ Noon 

• May 8,                             

   MOTHER’S DAY 

   Special Speaker and              

   Singer, John G. Elliott 

• May 19, Ladies 

   Craft Night  

• May 30,  

   MEMORIAL DAY 

• June 5, Graduation 

Sunday 

• June 19,  

   FATHER’S DAY 

• June 20-24, VBS 

• July 4-8, Crossroads 

Youth Camp 

• July 18-23, World 

Changers  

• August 5th, TBA 

• August 9-12, Look Up 

Lodge Children’s Camp  

• August 17, Charter 

Schools start 1/2 day 

• August 20, LOVE 

    DENVER 

• August 29, Lincoln 

County Schools start 

                          

                           

 



 THE GRAND OLD HYMNS 

 As a Music Pastor, I've always been intrigued about songs 
we have grown up singing in church. I really love the old hymns but 
I also love the newer ones we've begun to sing in church. It's not 
really new, but we've started singing a chorus that's titled, "In 
Christ Alone" and some other newer ones. Our congregation en-
joys them. I have a book that a good friend of mine, Lindsay Terry, 
put together and it's stories about who and where some of these 
older hymns came from and who wrote them.  

 A song I have used in the ministry for 50 years and was 
singing it even before then in church as a youngster, it was, "Stand 
Up, Stand Up For Jesus."  

 I'll try to put it in my own words so it shouldn't take too long. 
It was the year 1858 in Philadelphia when a great revival came that 
the song was written. Dudley A. Tying was one of the prominent 
leaders in this great spiritual awakening. He was speaking early in 
that year, to a crowd of five thousand men, using as his text, "Go 
now ye that are men, and serve the Lord." (Ex. 10:11) Report 
shows that conviction was so great that at the close of the service 
2 thousand men fell to their knees. Two other writers say that at 
least one thousand men made confession of Christ as Savior.  

 Days following that service Mr. Tying was at work in his 
study. For a moment of relaxation he decided to walk down to his 
barn to watch a corn-shelling machine in operation. While he pat-
ted a mule being used to operate the machine, his sleeve caught in 
the machine. His arm was pulled in and was so badly lacerated he 
lived only a few days after that. Just before he died, his dad, lean-
ing over his preacher-boy asked him if he had any farewell words 
for the young men with whom he had been working. He replied, 
"Tell them, 'let us stand up for Jesus."  

 One young man was George Duffield, a young pastor and friend of Mr. Tying. The fol-
lowing Sunday after the funeral, Mr. Duffield preached a sermon to the congregation to stand 
firm for Jesus Christ. Text from Eph 6:14 "Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with 
truth, and having the breastplate of righteousness." At the close of his sermon he read a poem 
he had written: "Stand up, stand up for Jesus, Ye soldiers of the cross! Lift high His royal ban-
ner, It must not suffer loss. From victory unto victory, His army shall He lead, Till every foe is 
vanquished and Christ is Lord indeed."  

 Almost impossible today to pick up a hymnal and find the song omitted. We are still 
singing it. People still come to me and say, "Thank you for still singing the grand old hymns." 
They want their children to know and learn them. They have so much inspiration and doctrines 
in them. Lot of today's church music is not about Jesus Christ at all. It's all about themselves. 
What a shame. Those good gospel hymns will see you through and challenge your Christian 
life. Sing them with conviction and praise. Maybe in the future I'll introduce to you the stories of 
other great hymns of the Faith we sing. Until then, let's keep singing them!!  

Until He Comes,  

Pastor Jerry Mattheiss 

 



 

Navigating Our Climate of Sexual Acceptance Through the Wisdom of Proverbs 
 

 The sexual revolution that has taken place over the last several years has dramatically shifted 
the landscape that parents and educators must travel. We are being forced to discuss delicate topics 
earlier, and cover topics more diverse and deviant as they are taking a forefront in the national discus-
sions of media and entertainment. This pattern is both alarming and disturbing, and often leads us to 
fear the next step toward perversion. Fortunately, Proverbs offers us great insight into the way in which 
we are to instruct children to avoid sexual temptation. 
 
 Proverbs often uses juxtaposition to compare and contrast two differing ideas. The ideas paral-
lel each other with a command and a warning. For example:  
Proverbs 19:12 ESV “A king’s wrath is like the growling of a lion, but his favor is like the dew on the 
grass.”   In this verse, the warning is found in the king’s wrath and the command and encouragement 
are found in his favor. The juxtaposition teaches that the wrath and favor are two opposites that bring 
punishment and reward respectively. 
 
Are you teaching your children to crave wisdom? 
 
 When it comes to sensuality, Proverbs juxtaposes 
sexual temptation and sinful sexual desires with wisdom, 
knowledge, and understanding. It should be no mystery as 
to why the Bible treats these as opposites. Men and 
women of wisdom who seek after God’s knowledge and 
crave His understanding will stand firm against the tempta-
tions and desires of lust and sexual enticements. It must 
be pointed out that the opposite of sex isn’t wisdom, be-
cause God in His wisdom created sex and sensuality to be 
enjoyed within the realm of a marriage commitment. 
Therefore, sex isn’t the true problem. The problem is lust and the enticement of desire that leads away 
from God’s design for sex. The solution then, is to recognize the snares that lust and sinful desire set in 
our way. Wisdom enables us to recognize and avoid them.  
Proverbs 7:4-5 ESV “Say to wisdom, ‘You are my sister,’ and call insight your intimate friend,  to keep 
you from the forbidden woman, from the adulterer with her smooth words.” 
 
 So how do we teach wisdom? First of all, we must crave wisdom ourselves. If we are not setting 
the example, all of our words and instruction will fall on deaf ears. The commands in Proverbs are di-
rected at us as much as they are at our children. Second, we must teach our children to ask God for 
wisdom. 
James 1:5 ESV “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without re-
proach, and it will be given him.” 
 
 Finally, we must ask God to give them wisdom through the work of the Holy Spirit. We must 
pray for them just as Paul prays for the Colossians.   
Colossians 1:9 NIV “For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying 
for you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and un-
derstanding that the Spirit gives,” 
 
 We can, (and should), teach our children to avoid the sexual pitfalls of our world by instructing 
them in righteousness and wisdom. It’s a difficult topic to approach and tricky to discuss, but we have 
the Biblical command to instruct and teach. We also have the authority of scripture as a foundation and 
curriculum to teach from. Proverbs should be our roadmap for raising a generation that rejects the cur-
rent pattern of accepting and affirming sexual sin and unbiblical lifestyles. 
 
Pastor Caleb Moore 
Pastor to Students and Families 



VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

JUNE 20-24  6:00-8:30 PM 
At this monumental Vacation Bible School program,  
 At this monumental Vacation Bible School program, your kids 
will dive deep into the account of Noah and the Flood from the book of 
Genesis! They’ll learn to apply the spiritual lessons from Noah’s life to 
their own. And, along the way, they’ll uncover earthly lessons from the 
Flood: how all the animals fit on the Ark, how the Flood covered the 
whole Earth, and how we can still see the effects of this Flood today. 

They’ll also learn that the flood legends from around the world are based on the true account in Gene-
sis!  Prepare for a boatload of excitement at Ocean Commotion VBS! 
 
Crossroads Summer Camp, July 4th - 8th 
The Student Ministry will be attending Crossroads Summer Camp in Anderson University this 
July. I have personally been to dozens of different Summer Camps, and Crossroads is far and 
above my favorite. Clayton King and his summer staff do an excellent job presenting the gos-
pel and interacting with students in a meaningful and life-changing way, as well as providing 
tons of fun activities and entertaining challenges. 
Camp will be from July 4th-July 8th. The Cost for camp is $299 a student and a $50 deposit 
was due by April 24th, the remainder is due with all forms on May 29th. . If you still want to 
go and did not get your deposit in, please see Pastor Caleb to see if there are spots still avail-
able. 
World Changers Mission Trip, July 18th - 24th 
There will also be a youth mission trip in July to Cincinnati, Ohio with 
World Changers. World Changers is a mission opportunity that takes 
place through Lifeway, and pushes both students and adult leaders to 
make a difference in our world. World Changers gets students to interact 
with people through the means of light construction projects such as 
painting, deck and ramp repair and building, landscaping, and litter 
pickup. No experience is necessary as each crew will have an experi-
enced crew chief to lead them. In the midst of the construction projects, 
Students are encouraged to interact with the homeowners as well as go into the neighbor-
hoods sharing the Gospel of Christ. We will stay an extra day in the Cincinnati area after the 
project is over, to visit the Creation Museum. Run by Answers in Genesis, the Creation Mu-
seum is an incredible place of learning about all of God’s creation and what we know about the 
science behind it. 
The Trip will take place July 18th to the 24th, and costs $269. There will be additional costs 
which will be around $120 for the trip to the Creation Museum and an overnight stay at a ho-
tel. A $50 deposit was due April 24th, the remainder is due with all forms on June 26th. If you 
still want to go and did not get your deposit in, please see Pastor Caleb to see if there are 
spots still available. 

 
Look Up Lodge - Children’s Camp, August 9th - 12th 
Finally, our Children grades 2-5 are invited to join us for a 4 day 
camp at Look Up Lodge in South Carolina. Look Up Lodge is an 
exciting camp with lots of fun opportunities for games, recrea-
tion, worship, and learning. The camp speaker, Greg Boone, is 
an excellent communicator, and is able to creatively and effec-
tively teach kids the importance of God’s word and the Gospel of 

Christ.  The cost for Children’s Camp is $229 and a $50 deposit was due April 24th, the re-
mainder is due with all forms July 10th. If you still want to go and did not get your deposit in, 
please see Pastor Caleb to see if there are spots still available. 
 

As you can see, It will be a fun-filled and busy Summer for our children and youth! Parents, 
don’t hesitate to contact me for information about any of our trips or activities! And if any of 
these opportunities looks fun to you, please let me know, we will need adult leaders to attend 
alongside us! 
 

 

 



Special Ladies Luncheon 

Saturday, May 7th at Noon 
 Ladies of all ages are invited. Mothers, daughters, grandmothers, sisters, 

aunts, in-laws, etc. We are going to have homemade Chicken Salad Croissants, 

Broccoli and Ramen Noodle Salad, Fruit and Cheese Tray, and Dessert. A sign-up 

sheet is on the table in the vestibule. We have a special lady speaking. She is Jean 

Walker’s niece. Ashley Smith is known worldwide as the single mother who per-

suaded Brian Nichols, Atlanta’s courtroom killer, to surrender to police. Nichols 

himself called Ashley “an angel sent from God," but ironically, it was Ashley’s 

less-than-angelic past that convinced him to face justice. Ashley believes God led 

her through the highly publicized experience to help “unlikely angels” everywhere find hope. The luncheon will 

take place in our Family Life Center. Please invite family and friends to join you. 

PLEASE SIGN UP ON THE TABLE IN THE VESTIBULE, AND ALSO MARK IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HAVE 

A PHOTO TAKEN OF YOUR GROUP! 

 

 

 

 

& Child Dedication 

Sunday, 

May 8th 

10:30 am 

Special Speaker and Singer - John G. Elliott 
“John's heart and purpose is to bring encouragement to the Body of Christ through music and teach-

ing." 
As a songwriter, artist and producer John has won a Dove Award and was nominated for seven others.  John has 

also: 

• Appeared on the ABC Television special honoring the life and ministry of Dr. Billy Graham. 

• Sung on a live recording with Max Lucado narrating. 

• John's songs have been recorded and performed by Ricky Skaggs, Steve Green, Truth, Sandi Patti, First Call, 

Billy & Sarah Gaines, Pat Boone, Steve Camp, Bruce Carroll and many others. He co-wrote songs with Michael 

W. Smith, Amy Grant, Paul Overstreet and Bill & Gloria Gaither. 

John is heard on Christian radio throughout the nation, featuring his seven vocal and four solo piano / instrumental 

recordings. In 2004, Steinway Piano added John to their International Roster of endorsed artists. 
 

 
LADIES CRAFT NIGHT 

THURSDAY, MAY 19TH AT 7:00 PM 
PLEASE SIGN UP ON THE TABLE IN THE VESTIBULE FOR THE 

CRAFT YOU WOULD LIKE TO MAKE.  ASK A FRIEND TO COME WITH 

YOU AND SIGN THEM UP TOO! 





Margie Alexander          44 years 

Jackie & Gail Lineberger       44 years 

Ronnie & Joy Lineberger       44 years 

Shelby Munn        43 years 

Bradley Alexander       42 years 

Frances Digh                            42 years 

Ray and Tenya Whitfield       39 years 

Ray Catoe        36 years 

Roy Sites              33 years 

Charles & Michelle Williams   33 years 

Alice Carpenter        32 years 

Rita Rudd        32 years 

Virginia Ledford         32 years 

Gina Catoe         30 years 

David & Rachel Ann Curtis     30 years 

Laura Lewis                  30 years 

Jim Mahan                  30 years 

Cheryl Richardson                    30 years 

Rachel Perkins                   28 years 

Ruth Hatfield                   27 years 

Jean Withers                   25 years 

Margaret Allen                   25 years 

Bud Hoyle                   21 years 

Wayne & Marie Brock           20 years 

Linda Gibson                         20 years 

Fred & Katherine VonCannon  20 years 

The current active members of our church with 20 plus years! 

Pictures of members who have been here 

30 years or more. 

 

 

 

 

    Alice Carpenter 

JERRY & RITA RUDD WILLIAMS, CHARLES 
& MICHELLE    

STEVE & STEPHANIE 

David & Rachel Ann Curtis 
Preston, Amy, Sarah 

 Bill & Laura Lewis 

Jim & Ginny Ledford 

 Jim Mahan  Luella Abernethy 
Cheryl, Kevin, Lauren 

    Cheryl 
    Richardson 



Important Information on 

how we can be contacted: 

Website - www.westportbaptist.net 

Church Office – 704-483-5851 

Weekday Preschool Office 704-483-5835 

Prayer Line - 704-483-5841 

Westport Baptist Church 

2372 Lake Shore Rd. S. 

Denver, N.C. 28037 

Opportunities Include 

     SUNDAY 

  9:00 AM Prayer at the Altar 

  9:15 AM Sunday School 

      10:30 AM Morning Worship 

  4:30 PM       Adult Choir Practice 

  6:00 PM Evening Worship 

      MONDAY 

 7:00 PM Visitation 

      TUESDAY 

     10:00 AM Ladies Prayer Time 

     WEDNESDAY 

 6:45 PM Children’s Awana Program 

 7:00 PM Impact Student Ministry 

 7:00 PM Adult Worship Service 

Church Staff 

Pastor Steve Owenby / Senior Pastor 

Email address: steve@westport.church 

Pastor Jerry Mattheiss / Minister of Music 

Email address: jerry@westport.church 

Pastor Caleb Moore / Pastor to Students & Families 

Email address: caleb@westport.church 

Susie Sherrill, Senior Administrative Assistant  

Email address: susie@westport.church 

May Birthdays 
5/03     Liam Feltz 

5/05 Jackson Barnes 

5/05 J.T. Roche 

5/06 Benjamin Catoe 

5/07 Amanda Catoe 

5/07     Christy Owenby 

5/08 Susie Sherrill 

5/11     Jason Hudgins 

5/12 Mike Watts 

5/13 Frank Burgess 

5/13 Stacy Oxendine 

5/16     Gage Mason 

5/17     Jean Raborn 

5/18     Susan McLaren 

5/19 Josh Carpenter 

5/20     Linda Allmond 

5/20 Pat Casey 

5/21 Whit Herrin 

5/21 Rose Mary McDonald 

5/26     Lydia Bolli 

5/27     Bud Hoyle 

5/27     Helen Lee 

5/27     Baleigh Osteen 

5/29     Lisa Lutz 

5/29     Janet Moore 

5/30     Anita Hayes 

5/30 Max Sims 

5/31 Ray Whitfield 

May Anniversaries 
5/01/70    Ray and Tenya Whitfield 

5/03/03    Tim and Brandi Furr 

5/04/09    Arlen and Judy Melton 

5/05/06    Jess and Joan Lopez 

5/10/01    Stacy and Georgia Oxendine 

5/11/68    Buddy and Linda Gibson 

5/15/99    Mike and Alice Carpenter 

5/16/87    Ray and Gina Catoe 

5/18/02    Charles and Cheryl Richardson 

5/18/68    Tom and Beverly Weston 

5/20/95    Shelton and Shelly Sikes 

5/21/11    Pastor Caleb and Claire Moore 

5/27/00    Greg and Erin Hudgins 

5/29/71    Phillip and Angie Thomas 

5/31/86    Roby and Lisa Lutz 

5/31/53    Jack and Agnes Sipe 


