
One of the saddest days I can remember for me, as a citizen of the United States, was June 26, 2015.  It 
was on that day that Dawna and I had taken Christy to Washington D.C. to see the U.S. Supreme Court.  Unbe-
known to us, that would end up being the very day the Justices would hand down their ruling on the Obergefell v. 
Hodges case.  That was the case which set the stage to legalize same sex marriage in America.  Never in my wild-
est dreams did I expect that we would be there on that day.  And yet that is exactly what happened.  As we got off 
the subway in downtown D.C. you could see the people were excited.  You could see the joy on their faces and 
hear the pleasure in their conversations!  As we topped the stairs from the subway, we were immediately con-
fronted with the throng of people gathered in front of the Supreme Court building.  The excitement and cheering 
and celebration was almost beyond belief. 

My first instinct was to tell Dawna and Christy, “Let’s go.  I don’t want any part of this.”  The shock of the 
signs that criticized the Bible and other signs that spoke of “Baptist for Equality” and the many other religious 
groups that were expressing their support for this landmark decision, was almost more than I could take.  However, 
I told Dawna and Christy that we could not waste this.  Here was a chance to walk through the crowd and sense 
first-hand what was taking place. We would not read about it or watch it on the news.  We would see it with our own 
eyes.  We would hear it with our own ears.  We would smell the perfume and cologne worn by those who were re-
joicing.  We would feel the touches of all those there as we walked right through that crowd of several thousand 
and we would brush shoulders with them. 

At one point, we came to a place where there was a lone black man, standing with a sign being mocked by 
those around him.  When I read the sign, I realized why.  He had a very simple sign that said something about how 
God created marriage to be for a man and a woman.  I felt great compassion for him and thought how alone he 
must feel right now; and yet he bravely and humbly stood there, silently proclaiming the truth.  I told Dawna and 
Christy to go stand away from me because I wanted to go stand with that man.  I wanted him to know he was not 
alone.  I did for a little while and immediately felt the jeering that had been all directed at him.  It was uncomfort-
able, and I even wondered if it would become physically violent.  Thankfully, it didn’t.  I finally shook his hand and 
thanked him for boldly speaking the truth. 

Over a year has passed since that MAJOR decision was handed down by the highest court in our nation.  
Little did we know that one decision would just be the beginning; but I certainly predicted it would only pave the way 
for further immorality to invade this land we love.   It has opened the door for the transgender movement that I think 
very few saw coming; and it has come on us like a tsunami! 

All of this goes back to a 5-4 ruling on the U.S. Supreme Court.  Those justices were put on the court by 
previous presidents.  Just one judge could have made that ruling a 5-4 decision AGAINST same sex marriage.  
That one judge was appointed by a president who was determined to further liberalize our nation.  Do you think it 
matters who gets elected as a president?   

Here is my point.  The character of the candidate is not the only 
issue at stake in this election.  The Supreme Court Justices that will be 
appointed by the next president may be more important than who is 
elected to serve as president.  So, I ask you to please do your research.  
Figure out where the candidates stand on Abortion, and Transgender 
issues, and most importantly on Freedom of Religion.  And then I ask 
you to please not stay home on election day, but to go and VOTE! 

"The only thing needed for evil to triumph is for good men to do nothing."  
Edmund Burke, British Statesman 

Blessings to you,  Steve Owenby    

2 Cor. 5:9 

 

 

For  the  month of  November 2016 



 I know in my latest articles I have tried to give you a little "Insight" on 
some well known hymns, and this month, I would love to talk about another 
favorite that's been around for quite a while.  "I Need Thee, Every Hour."  I 
know somewhere down the line in church you have heard this old hymn and 
like I have said, many ask me "What is my favorite song?"  Well, I could ac-
tually own up to it that this probably is one of my very favorites.   
 
 Famous hymn writer, Robert Lowry, joined hands and hearts with 
one of his parishioners to give America and the world one of the greatest 
hymns of comfort and devotion.  Annie Sherwood Hawks was born in 
Hoosick, New York, 1835.  She showed a poetic bent at the age of fourteen, 
having much of her work published in newspapers.  Ten years later she 
moved to Brooklyn and united with the Hanson Place Baptist Church of 
which Dr. Lowry was Pastor.  He encouraged her in writing, actually started 
her on her hymn-writing ventures. 
 
 One morning, in her home, as she was busy about the chores at 
hand, she gives testimony that her home seemed to take on the light of 
Heaven and that she was in the very presence of God.  The words, "I Need 
Thee Every Hour" flashed into her mind.  She hurriedly found pencil and pa-
per and began to write. Phrases flowed from her pencil.  In just a few mo-
ments she had completed a poem, the first stanza of which is following: "I 
need Thee every hour, Most gracious Lord.  No Tender voice like thine, Can 
peace afford."   
 
 She realized personally the comforting power of her song only a few 
years later when her husband went to be with the Lord.  She joined him in 
Heaven in 1918.  The song was first sung at the National Baptist Sun-
day School Convention in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1872.  Ira Sankey made it 
more popular as he used it in the Moody-Sankey meetings. It has been 
translated into several other languages.   
 
 The next time you hear this great hymn, you will understand a little 
more about it's origin and where it came from.  I, personally, love the song; 
the words and music.  Strange, isn't it?  So many ladies have written so 
many very popular hymns of the past.  Maybe as you go about your daily 
work today, even as you read this, there will be a song in your mind and 
heart.  Hey! Thanks for reading!!  Go be a blessing to someone today. 
 
Until He comes,  
Pastor Jerry Mattheiss 

 

Mark Your Calendar 

 

11/05  Christmas at Kings Closet, 

 WV 

11/12-13  Greg Boone Family  

 Conference 

11/14-15  UPWARD Assessments 

11/20   Dedicate Operation Christ-

 mas Child Shoe Boxes 6pm 

11/22  Thanksgiving Meal 

11/23  No PM Services 

11/24-25  Church Office Closed 

11/26   Preliminary Decorating for 

 Hanging of the Greens 9am 

11/27   Hanging of the Greens 6 pm 

11/28  First UPWARD Practice 

12/02  Senior Trip to the Wohlfahrt 

 Haus 

12/03  Denver Christmas Parade 

12/04  Sounds of Liberty AM & PM  

12/05  Work at OCC 5-10 PM 

12/11  Lottie Moon Mission  

 Emphasis 

12/14  Awana Children visiting 

 Nursing Homes 

12/18  Christmas Cantata AM and 

 PM Services 

12/23  Church Office Closed 

12/26  Church Office Closed 

12/28  No AWANA 

 

 
 

Christmas Cantata 

“Bethlehem Morning” 

December 18th at 10:30 am & 6:00 pm 

Please make plans now to bring family and friends 

to the Westport Baptist Church Christmas Can-

tata Sunday, December 18th at 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 

p.m. 
 



Let me tell you about Joshua. 
  
 In 1999 I went on a mission trip to South Philadelphia where we were working with local urban 
churches to hold VBS and block parties for the children in the area. While we were working with one group 
of kids, a young 8-year-old boy named Joshua came up to my friend and I and expressed to us that he 
wanted to be saved. My friend and I were 13 years old and inexperienced, but we were determined to lead 
him to Christ. Joshua told us that he wanted to accept Jesus in his heart, and so we led him in the best 
version of the sinner’s prayer we could remember. When that prayer was over my friend began to tell 
Joshua about the Bible. He began in Genesis, told about Noah, moved to Exodus and the Ten Command-
ments, got into the evil practices of the Canaanites, explained why God had the Israelites kill all the people 
in the land, jumped to the Kings of Israel, Solomon and his many wives, the split in kingdoms between Is-
rael and Judah, the Prophets, Elijah and the fire from heaven that killed the prophets of Baal, the Babylo-
nian exile, Pharisees, Sadducees, The Crucifixion, Paul, and the Early Church. 
  
 If that seems like a confusing mass of information, it was, especially since it took place over the 
course of 10 minutes and was directed at an 8-year-old without a church background.  
  
 Why do I tell you that story? We can often make the Gospel seem as difficult to understand as it is 
difficult to understand what the NFL defines as a catch. Like my friend, we can be tempted to tell others of 
all the great truths of the Bible, we can relay to others all of the historical accounts, we can add definitions 
and church-phrases that leave us all confused. Others of us just sit in silence hoping no one asks. 
  
 But the Gospel shouldn’t be quite so difficult to define. It is the good news that Jesus died on the 
cross in order to offer forgiveness from sin, and rose from the dead in order to defeat death and offer eter-
nal life, and because He loves us He offers us this forgiveness and the assurance of eternal life to all who 
believe in Him and follow him. I just wish I made it that simple for Joshua. 
  
 We told one of our local church partners about Joshua’s decision, and the next day we returned 
home. I have no idea what happened to him after the week we spent, but I pray that God put people in his 
life who were able to not just explain the Gospel to Joshua in clearer ways than we did, but people who 
demonstrated the Gospel to Joshua through their lives, and that were someone to ask him what the Gos-
pel was, he would be able to tell them with confidence and clarity. 
 
Pastor Caleb Moore 

Parenting Conference 

 
Mark your calendars for the Right-Click Family Workshop on Nov. 12 and 13.  We are pleased to have 
Greg Boone, speaker and director at Look-up Lodge, to join us for a special workshop event. Right-Click 
is about equipping parents and families with the spiritual tools needed to raise Godly young men 
and women. Saturday night, Nov. 12th there will be a meal at 6:00pm followed by a session with Greg un-
til 8:30. Childcare will be provided. Cost for the meal is $6.00 per person. Please RSVP to Caleb @ 
704-779-5250  by Nov. 8th.  On Sunday, Greg will join us in both the morning and evening service with 
messages for our entire congregation. Be sure to invite friends and family!  

Right-Click Family Workshop 

November 12 & 13, 2016 



 

2016-2017 UPWARD BASKETBALL AND CHEERLEADING 

Pastor Caleb Moore is the UPWARD Basketball League Director and Shelly Sikes is the Cheerleading 
Commissioner. John and Brandi Bryan will be running the Concessions again this year and sure 
could use your help. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: 

BASKETBALL COACHES AND ASSISTANTS 

CHEERLEADING COACHES AND ASSISTANTS 

CONCESSIONS 

GREETERS 

REFEREES 

EVALUATION AND ORIENTATION VOLUNTEERS 

WEEKLY DEVOTION SPEAKERS 

ANYONE WILLING TO HELP WITH THIS MINISTRY.  We will work with you to plug you in to the right 
spot. 

Please sign up on the list in the vestibule and if you know where you would like to volunteer go 

ahead and pick up a form that is on the table in the vestibule too, fill out and give to Pastor Caleb or 

Shelly Sikes.  Or you can contact Pastor Caleb at 704-779-5250 or email caleb@westport.church. 

Every Christmas season we decorate our Sanctuary with Poinset-

tias. These Poinsettias are a part of our Hanging of the Greens 

service on Sunday evening November 27th. Order forms can now 

be picked up in the vestibule to purchase as many as you would 

like. The 6 1/2” poinsettias will be $12.00 this year. You may pur-

chase them in honor or memory of someone. We will list their 

names in the "Hanging of the Greens" program on Sunday, No-

vember 29th, and you may take them home on Sunday, December 

25th. 

 



 Cold Water Ministries is now in its 5th year.  It has been a very successful 5 years due to the very gen-
erous support from the members of Westport Baptist Church. Your donations of food, clothing and financial 
support have allowed us to fill the immediate needs of so many people in and around our local community. 
Cold Water Ministries not only supplies holiday food boxes, we also supply food for those who either come by 
the church office or call asking for immediate help.  We try to stock our shelves with staples like macaroni and 
cheese, soup, spaghetti, canned vegetables, and cereal and our cupboards are bare. 

 Thanksgiving and Christmas are upon us and these two holidays are a major part of our ministry. We 
put together and deliver an all inclusive uncooked dinner for over 55 families each year. The joy and excite-
ment from children in these homes on delivery day is overwhelming to see. We also have a Christmas toy 
giveaway just before Christmas day. This sight is something to behold.   

 We are not in the church budget, so we depend on your generosity.  Please help us by bringing the fol-
lowing items: (please check expiration dates, we will not distribute food that has expired) 

WE NEED TO STOCK OUR SHELVES WITH:  

Soup, Cereals, Spaghetti and Sauce, Mac and Cheese, all kinds of Canned Vegetables, Rice, Sugar and all 
sorts of Staple items. 

OUR NEED FOR THANKSGIVING AND CHRISTMAS BOXES: 

Cranberry Sauce, Pie Crust Mix Only, Gravy in jars, Instant 
Potatoes, all types Canned Vegetables and Fruit, Canned 
Sweet Potatoes, Stuffing Mix, Mini-marshmallows, Canned 
Pumpkin Pie Filling, etc. 

 We will buy the perishable items with the donations 
that have come into the Cold Water Ministry. 

 We also want to take this opportunity to say thank you 
to all the ladies that have made it possible for us to accom-
plish our mission! 

THANK YOU!! 

Our Lottie Moon Kickoff  will be 

Sunday evening, December 11th.  

We will begin at 6:00 pm 

in the Family Life Center with a 

“Chili or Soup and Sandwich Night” 

followed by a 

“Men’s Cake Auction” 

(with all the proceeds going to the 

Lottie Moon Christmas offering) 

 

Lottie Moon  

Christmas Offering 



OUR GOAL IS 200 SHOEBOXES THIS YEAR! We have cardboard shoe boxes for you to pickup, or  you  may 

purchase your own plastic box. Our cut-off date for turning in shoe boxes will be 

Sunday, November 20th with a dedication service that evening. 

How to Pack a Shoe Box: 

Decide whether your gift will be for a boy or girl and choose an age category: (2-4), 

(5-9), or (10-14). Attach the appropriate BOY/GIRL LABEL on the TOP of your 

box and mark the correct age category. 

Fill your shoe box with a variety of gifts: 

Toys: Include items that children will immediately embrace such as dolls, toy cars, 

stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, balls, toys that light up and make noise (with extra batteries), etc. 

School Supplies: pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons, markers, notebooks, paper, solar calculators, coloring and picture 

books, etc. 

Non-Liquid Hygiene Items: toothbrushes, bar soap, combs, washcloths, etc. 

Accessories: t-shirts, socks, hats, sunglasses, hair clips, jewelry, watches, flashlights (with extra batteries), etc. 

A Personal Note: You may enclose a note to the child and a photo of yourself or your family. If you include your name and 

address, the child may be able to write back. 

Do NOT include the following items:  

• Used or damaged items….War-related items (toy guns, toy soldiers, knives, etc.)….Perishable items (chocolate, foods, 

crackers, etc.)….Breakable items (china dolls, snow globes, glass containers, aerosol cans, etc.)...Liquids (shampoo, lotion, bub-

bles, etc.)...Medications or vitamins (cough drops, ointment, etc.) 

Complete the FORM and enclose it in an envelope with $7 or more to help cover shipping and other costs. Please 

place the envelope so it is clearly visible on top of the gift items. (Checks are recommended rather than cash. If you or your family are 

filling more than one shoe box, you may make one combined donation in a single envelope inside any one of your boxes.) Place a rubber 

band around your shoe box and lid. 

 

You Can Make 

A Difference! 

More than 11 million Children in Need to Receive Gift-filled Shoeboxes 
 
BOONE, N.C., Feb. 16, 2016 — Because of the generosity of donors across the United States, the Operation 
Christmas Child project of Samaritan’s Purse collected more than 8.7 million shoebox gifts—filled with fun toys, 
school supplies and hygiene items—for children in need around the world. Combined with shoebox gifts collected 
from partnering countries in 2015, the ministry is now sending more than 11.2 million shoebox gifts to children in 
more than 100 countries. 
 “Most of the boys and girls who receive shoebox gifts have never received any kind of present before,” said 
Franklin Graham, president of Samaritan’s Purse. “That child will never forget the gift or the message it conveyed 
about the love of Jesus Christ.” 
 Many children who receive shoebox gifts will also enroll in Operation Christmas Child’s 12-lesson disciple-
ship program, The Greatest Journey. This program teaches children about God’s amazing love and guides them 
through what it means to faithfully follow Jesus Christ. Since 2010, more than 7.4 million children have participated 
in the program. 
 Although local drop-off locations for gifts are closed until November 2016, shoeboxes can still be packed 
and sent year-round to Samaritan’s Purse headquarters in Boone, North Carolina (801 Bamboo Road, Boone, NC 
28607). Anyone can conveniently pack a personalized Operation Christmas Child shoebox gift 
at samaritanspurse.org/occ. 
 Operation Christmas Child (OCC) is a project of Samaritan’s Purse, an international Christian relief and 
evangelism organization headed by Franklin Graham. Since 1993, OCC has collected more than 135 million gift-
filled shoeboxes for children in more than 150 countries and territories. In 2016, OCC hopes to reach another 12 
million children. To learn more, go to samaritanspurse.org/occ. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Westport Baptist Preschool 

 Teaching children about Christ since 1985 

  

The entire preschool enjoyed our Family Event Day which was held on October 18th at Line-

berger's Maple Springs Farm. Our fall fundraiser is under way.  We are selling Butter Braids 

again this year, which will run through November 8th.  If you would like to place an order, 

please call the preschool office by November 8th (704-483-5835).  Orders must then be picked 

up on November 17th at 9 am in the Youth Building. 

 

Please be sure to join us on Tuesday, November 22nd for our Thanksgiving program.  Cathy 

Carpenter along with the teaching staff have been busy preparing for this program.   

 

Sincerely,   Kristi Wilson, Preschool Director 

 

 

 

 

 

The “Hanging of the Greens” is our opportu-

nity as a church family to festively make 

preparations of the sanctuary for celebrating 

Advent and Christmas. We come together on 

the evening of the first Sunday of Advent to 

decorate, sing, praise, and worship. The service 

is designed to explain the significance of the 

symbols of Christmas and will include all who 

attend, both members of our church family as 

well as visitors. We will hang wreaths, set 

poinsettias in the sanctuary, and place the Chrismons on the tree as carols 

are sung. The evening will conclude with the lighting of the Advent Candle 

and the Christmas Tree. Please reserve 6:00 pm Sunday evening, November 27th to be with your 

Westport Church family to celebrate the “Hanging of the Greens.” 

The Hanging of  the Greens - November 27th at 6:00 pm 

 

Our Annual Thanksgiving Feast 

is November 22nd in the Fellowship Hall. 

Turkey and all the trimmings! 

Serving will be from 5:30 - 6:30 PM 

followed by a Special Thanksgiving Service 

in the Sanctuary at 7:00 PM. 

The children and families of our Weekday Preschool will 

share with the Westport Church family in the meal and 

worship service. The preschool students will share with us 

in song in the worship service. Tuesday,  

November 22nd 



Westport Baptist Church 

2372 Lakeshore Rd. S. 

Denver, N.C. 28037 

Important Information on 

how we can be contacted: 

Website - www.westport.church 

Church Office – 704-483-5851 

Weekday Preschool Office 704-483-5835 

Fax - 704-483-7474 
 

Opportunities Include 

     SUNDAY 

  9:00 AM Prayer at the Altar 

  9:15 AM Sunday School 

      10:30 AM Morning Worship 

  4:30 PM       Adult Choir Practice 

  6:00 PM Evening Worship 

      TUESDAY 

     10:00 AM Ladies Prayer Time 

     WEDNESDAY 

 6:45 PM        AWANA Program 

 6:45 PM Student Ministry 

 7:00 PM Adult Worship Service 

Church Staff 

Pastor Steve Owenby / Senior Pastor 

Email address: steve@westport.church 

Pastor Jerry Mattheiss / Minister of Music 

Email address: jerry@westport.church 

Pastor Caleb Moore / Pastor to Students & Families 

Email address: caleb@westport.church 

Susie Sherrill, Senior Administrative Assistant  

Email address: susie@westport.church 

November Birthdays 

11/13    Tracie Parker 

11/13 Larry Walker 

11/17    Judy Melton 

11/23    Jerry Hudgins 

11/26 Shelby Munn 

11/27    Don Clark 

11/27    Betty Robinson 

 

11/01    Justin Hudgins 

11/01    Logan Richardson 

11/04 Lee Wright 

11/05    Jason Wylie 

11/09    Mike Hayes 

11/11 Ricky Jones 

11/12    Jackson Carpenter 

 

November Anniversaries 
11/03/79    Tony and Carol Luckey 

11/06/13    Kevin and Kathy Brown 

11/09/60    Art and Susan McLaren 

11/09/73    Jimmy and Rachel Perkins 

11/21/09    Ryan and Carey Miller 


