
Important Information on 
how we can be contacted: 

Website - www.westport.church 

Church Office – 704-483-1000 
Weekday Preschool Office 704-483-5835 

Opportunities Include 

     SUNDAY 
  9:00 AM Prayer at the Altar 
  9:15 AM Sunday School 

      10:30 AM Morning Worship 
  4:30 PM       Adult Choir Practice 

        5:30 PM       Orchestra Practice 
  6:00 PM Discipleship Classes 

      TUESDAY 
       7:00 AM Men’s Prayer 

     10:00 AM Ladies Prayer Time 
     WEDNESDAY 

 6:30 PM Children/Youth  Ministry 
 7:00 PM Adult Worship Service 

Church Staff 
Pastor Steve Owenby / Senior Pastor 

steve@westport.church 
Pastor Jason Victory / Pastor to Families and Students 

jason@westport.church 
Susie Sherrill, Senior Administrative Assistant  

susie@westport.church 

Mission Opportunities for 2019 

Dominican Republic  May 6-10 

Eutaw, Alabama   June 9-14 

Harlan, Kentucky   July 7-12 

Brooklyn, NY   July 14-19 

West VA (King's Closet  August 3 

West VA (King's Closet)  November 2   

    

If interested, please contact: 

Joe Sandidge       423-956-5865 

or Den Parker      803-209-0438 

February Birthdays 

02/06/10    Calvin and Betty Wyatt 

02/14/87    Phillip and Sharon Boyles 
02/15/06    Bryian and Beth Parker 

02/19/82    Buck and Linda Buchanan 

02/24/78    Bill and Susie Sherrill  
02/24/12    Tony and Katie Smith 

02/01    Lois Dellinger 

02/01    Meredith Helms 
02/04    David Curtis 

02/04    Stefanie Lowery 

02/06    Linda Cooke 
02/07    Ray Catoe 

02/08    Max Warren 

02/11    Alicia Hudgins 

February Anniversaries 

02/12    Sharon Boyles 

02/12    Ashley Francis 
02/12    Cason McGinnis 

02/12    Barbara Wilson 

02/14    Bob Cobb 
02/14    Kiersten Stewart 

02/15    Mason Fay 

02/20    Michael Beam 

02/21    Tim Furr 

02/25    Luke Hudgins 
02/25    Shelly Sikes 

02/25    Briar Weathington 

02/26    Marcia Schultz 
02/27    Darlene Blevins 

02/28    Craig Baxter 

March Birthdays 

3/01/69  Ronnie and Joy Lineberger 

3/04/17   Jason and Lisa Bradfield 

3/22/97   Chris and April Belcher 

3/24/09   Jack and Kelly Valenti 

03/25 Jennifer Young 

03/26   Charles Sones 

03/29   Marilyn Lee 

03/29   Joe Lukowski 

03/29   Pastor Owenby 

03/29   Daisy Weathington 

03/30   Jacob Lowery 

03/31   Jean Dale 

03/02   Cathy Adams 

03/02   Joy Lineberger 

03/03   Alice Carpenter 

03/03   Judy Lance 

03/03   Carol Luckey 

03/05   Laura Bouldin 

03/07   Gerald Johnson 

03/07   Marian Pickett 

03/08   Maryellen Warren 

March Anniversaries 

03/11   Sam Whitfield 

03/15   Betty Wyatt 

03/17   Tommy Helms 

03/17   Suzanne Loftin 

03/19   Don Greene 

03/23   Carol Seigler 

03/24   Jason Bradfield 

03/25   Jason Hartsell 

03/25   Amelia Valenti 

 

 

 
Senior Pastor’s page 

A publication of Westport Baptist Church / 2372 Lakeshore Rd. S. / Denver, NC 28037 / 704-483-1000 

(1Ch 16:34 CSB) (34) Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his faithful love endures forever. 

Almost 3 ½ years ago, God graciously called me to come to Westport to serve as your pastor.  I must admit, 

one of the things that concerned me was the debt of the church.  There was not a lot of room in the budget 

and $800,000 seemed to be a giant that would be hard to conquer under the circumstances.  Yet, today we are 

still rejoicing because that debt is now all gone!  James tells us that every good gift and every perfect gift comes 

down from the Father above…  The financial gift that paid off the final $180,000 is no exception.  It is a gift of 

God.  Certainly, God used an individual couple to take care the last part of this debt, but we must remember 

it is all about God and His goodness in our lives.  One thing I really appreciate about this gift is that the ones 

who gave it, do NOT want to get any attention for it.  They made it very clear, this was a gift to the Lord and 

His work and not something they were doing to get any recognition.  Praise God for such an awesome exam-

ple! 

 We have had big donations and small donations.  I want to make it clear, it doesn’t matter to God the 

amount of your gift but the amount of your sacrifice (Luke 21:1-4).  Everyone who has given has been equally 

important in the paying off of our Family Life Center!  The question is, “Where do we go from here?”  While 

the debt of the church has been a heavy responsibility, it also has served to draw us together to work together 

to get it paid off.  Some have even asked (and it is a good question), are we finished giving to He Is Worthy?  

The answer is, no.  HE IS WORTHY has been an important part of how we give at WBC for 20 years or 

more.  It has helped pay off our worship center. It has helped to remodel our children’s wing and the TREE 

HOUSE area.  It has been used to do much needed maintenance on our campus.  It was used to replace win-

dows and make other repairs in what is now the Cold Water Ministry building.  It has been used to purchase 

sound systems and equipment.  It helped to pay for a big part of the back parking lot.  And because 10% of 

what comes in goes to missions, we have not only been able to help out churches in our area, but there are 2 

churches in India that were built from these funds!  HE IS WORTHY is important and it is important that 

you continue to give because there will be MANY other needs that this offering will help us take care of.  

Dawna and I believe this offering is so important, that we are not only going to continue giving our weekly HE 

IS WORTHY offering, but we are increasing the amount by 20%.  We give this amount (and I challenge each 

of you) over and above the 10% we give to the church. 

  So, where do we go from here?  I want to challenge the church to move forward to purchase a new bus 

that would seat approximately 28 people.  This would be much smaller than our current touring bus, but 

would be comfortable for travel for all age groups in the church. 

Please see the next page for the rest of the article and pictures... 

 

 www.westport.church 

February & March 2019 



 

 

 Feb. 1, Cold Water Ministry 9-noon 

 Feb. 4, Ladies Craft Night 7 pm in 

the FLC 

 Feb. 7, Ladies Bible Studies 

 Feb. 9, T &T Grand Prix 

 Feb. 12, Gift Card Making 6-9 pm 

 Feb. 14, VALENTINE’S DAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 Feb. 20, Wednesday Night Supper 

 Feb. 26, Gift Card Making 6-9 pm 

 Feb. 26, Deacon’s Meeting 7 pm 

 Mar. 1, UPWARD Celebration 

 Mar. 1, Cold Water Ministry 9-noon 

 Mar. 3, CHURCH CELEBRATION 

 Mar. 9, AWANA games/dinner/movie 

 Mar. 10, Daylight Savings Time Begins 

 Mar. 12, Gift Card Making 6-9 pm 

 Mar. 15, Jolly Senior Fellowship in FLC 

 Mar. 20, Wednesday Night Supper 

 Mar. 25, Red Cross Blood Drive          

3-6:30pm 

 Mar. 26, Gift Card Making 6-9 pm 

 Mar. 26, Deacon’s Meeting 7 pm 
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...continued from the front page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While we are all excited about the debt being paid off for our Family Life Center, 

let’s remember there is another debt that has been paid that should cause us to 

rejoice with much greater enthusiasm.  That is the debt of our sin that was paid for 

by Jesus!  Are you excited about the WBC Family Life Center being paid off?  I 

pray your excitement about your sin debt being paid for because you trust in Jesus 

as your Savior will be a reason for much greater excitement in your life! 

 

Blessings to you and I love you all! 
 
Pastor Steve Owenby 

2 Cor. 5:9 

  

MARCH 10, 2019 

ONLINE GIVING 

We are now offering Online Giving for those who prefer to use their phone 

or computer to make their contributions.  But you can also continue to 

make donations with a check or cash as it fits your lifestyle or preference.  

Some people just find it easier to donate online and they also enjoy the 

perks they receive by using their debit/credit card. Each online transaction 

costs .30 cent.  If you use your debit/credit card it will cost an additional 

2.75% of the amount you are donating to the church. 

HOW DO I SIGN UP? 
Signing up is as simple as going to our church website  www.westport.church  and look for the green com‐

puter mouse icon.  That button will take you to the myEoffering page for our church. The following info is 

what you will see: 

Welcome to myEoffering. 
Sign in above to continue, OR New users click REGISTER. 

  Click register to begin 

      Success 
         Your signup was successful. Please check your email for the link to  

          activate so you can login. 
 
*****THIS IS THE  EMAIL YOU WILL RECEIVE***** 

 

You have successfully signed up for myEoffering. Please follow, in order, the 4 steps below to get started. 

STEP 1: Activate your account. 

Please click the link below (or copy + paste into your browser) to activate your account. 

https://members.myeoffering.com/#/verify/llYqGP10SOs4J8evXe53ljJNb8bsfB 

STEP 2: Create your wallet. 

At the top of the page click on Wallet. Then Add your Banking information to your account. 

STEP 3: Join your church. (you do not have to be a member of Westport Baptist Church to give online 
and you do not have to have an envelope number) 

At the top of the page click on Church. Search the list of available churches for Westport Baptist and add it to 
your list of Churches.  If you do not see Westport Baptist, type it in the search box.  Just be sure you click on 
Westport Baptist Church Denver, NC. 

The Anchor 

There is a Flower Chart on the bulletin board in the 

vestibule. If you would like to have flowers placed in 

the Sanctuary for a particular Sunday in Honor or in 

Memory of someone, just write your name on the par-

ticular Sunday, call Susie and let her know, then con-

tact a florist of your choice. You can bring them that 

Sunday morning or have the florist deliver the flowers 

on that Sunday morning between 8:30 & 9:30 AM. 

If you wish an announcement to be in the bulletin that 

the flowers are in honor or memory of someone, please 

call the church office and give that information to Susie Sherrill. 

 

www.westport.church 



The Anchor 

Below is a le
er we received from Bobby and Ruby Sizemore with Rock of Ages Prison  

Ministry. We have supported this ministry with a monthly "the from our budget since  

Dear Prayer Partners and Faithful Supporters: 

 I find this prayer letter very difficult to write.  Let me start from the beginning.  I 

have been having a lot of pain with my back and leg over the last few months and have 

received several steroid injections which did not seem to help very much.  I was scheduled 

for a trip to Brazil in December so I decided to go even though my leg was hurting.  While 

in Brazil I was able to preach in three different prisons and see 15 souls saved.  During my 

time there I called my wife, Ruby, and told her that I felt like I had had a stroke.  When I 

got home my daughter came and took me to the hospital.  The ER doctors ran a CT Scan 

of my brain and found a mass.  I was then transported to the Baptist   Hospital in Win-

ston-Salem, NC where the doctors ran more tests and an MRI.  The doctor then per-

formed a biopsy of the mass and I was then sent home to wait on the results.  Sadly, this 

was right at Christmas time when doctor’s offices are closed delaying the pathology report. 

 Despite the uncertainty of my health we carried on with our family Christmas 

celebration.  We enjoyed our time together and was blessed greatly with good food and 

awesome gifts. 

 The pathology report finally came back and the doctor called me with the grim 

news that I had Stage 4     aggressive brain cancer called Glioblastoma which is inoperable.  

Life expectancy is not long without radiation and chemotherapy and with the treatment 

life expectancy is 4 to 6 months longer.  I have agreed to three weeks radiation and chem-

otherapy and if I am not any better I will stop them.  Please pray for me and my family as 

we go through this difficult time.  Regardless, I am a winner either way! 

 I also want to say a special thank you to all the churches and individuals that sent 

us Christmas cards, gifts, and money.  May God richly bless each of you. 

 As my health is so declining, this will be my last prayer letter for the next 3-4 

months.  Thank you in advance for all your prayers. 

 Ruby and I want to thank each and every one of you for your faithful, support 

during the month of December. 

Your Missionaries to Foreign Prisoners, 

Bobby and Ruby Sizemore 

www.westport.church 
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 Less than 24 hours ago of me writing this, Willow, Shaina, and myself arrived home from an unex-

pected three day stay at the hospital.  Willow has had childhood epilepsy since she was two, and until last 

week had been seizure free. Unfortunately, a little over a week ago, Willow came down with the flu which 

lowered her seizure threshold resulting in seizures.  So we rush into Presbyterian Hospital downtown, hook 

her up to an EEG for 3 days, and we watch and we wait.  

 

 It is a terrifying thing to watch your 4 year old daughter, experience a seizure right in front of you 

and not be able to do anything about it.  We prayed that God’s grace would allow the seizures to stop, the 

neurologist would be able to figure out why they were happening, or at figure out a drug combination that 

would work for her.  

 

 We prayed and God answered; because God always answers.  Not on our timing or in our ways but 

God always answers.  The answers are not always answers we want to hear and they don’t always end up in 

healing, but one thing is for sure; our God is always faithful. He was faithful in sending His Son.  He was 

faithful in bearing the wrath of our sins.  He was faithful in His defeat of sin. He is faithful in saving us 

from our sin. He is faithful to His promises.  

 

 We are not promised an easy, prosperous, health-filled life. In fact, many times in scripture Jesus 

promises us the opposite. But one of the amazing events that Jesus promises us is seen in John’s book of 

Revelation.  

 

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every  

nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 

Lamb…      Rev 7:9 

 

 Jesus promises to reach every nation, tribe, peoples, and languages.  This is a beautiful display of the 

Gospel, and we can count on Jesus to be faithful to this promise.  But how? He will be faithful to this prom-

ise by using unworthy, unwise, foolish people like you and me.  Churches should not be measured by their 

seating capacity, but by their sending capacity.  My greatest focus within the Children’s and Student minis-

try is not to grow in numbers, but instead, to grow in our sending.  To raise up these kids and students in a 

missional type way to where they 

don’t simply look at the individu-

als living in East Asia or the Ama-

zon as missionaries, but they rec-

ognize themselves as missionaries 

and ambassadors for the Gospel 

whether God calls them across 

the world or across the street.  

 

 God is mighty and He is 

sovereign.  He will raise us up and 

send us out for the spread of His 

Kingdom and the fame of His 

name if we are willing.  May we, 

Westport, as a body of believers 

be willing to be sent out in, 

through, and for the name of Je-

sus! 

 

Pastor Jason Victory 

www.westport.church 
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 Our Westport Baptist Preschool currently has 94 students enrolled.  Our in house registration for 

those currently enrolled and for Westport Baptist Church members will be on Tuesday, February 5th at 

9:00 am in the youth building.  Community wide Registration begins Wednesday, February 13th.  The pre-

school offers classes for children who are age 1 to 5 years old.  You may go online at www.westport.church 

and click on the Ministries tab, scroll to the bottom of the list to find information about the preschool and 

tuition amounts. 

 Our Westport Baptist Preschool is seeking subs.  Do you love to share Jesus with little children?  

What is a sub you ask? Our subs are called on when a staff member is unable to work.  The sub comes in 

to cover the assistant position and the assistant fills in for the teaching position.  Our assistants help our 

teachers with in class activities and along with another assistant, take our classes to the playground.  Our 

hours are 8:30 am- 1:00 pm,, Monday thru Thursday.  Please contact Kristi Abernethy at 704-483-5835. 

www.westport.church 

 

 Starboard had a great January info session with several, very interested families.  One family from 

that session has already applied for a kindergarten spot.  Three more informational meetings will be forth 

coming. Meetings and tours will also be done as needed.  Re-registration for current families has begun. 

We believe we may have a 100% retention rate (which would be amazing!)-  we have also already enrolled a 

younger sibling from one of our current families.  3rd grade will open in the fall of 2019.  A current Star-

board family has made plans to move their preschooler to the WBC preschool this upcoming fall.    

 Starboard is offering all WBC Preschool families half off ($75) the Starboard application fee and 

the preschool has decided to reciprocate the offer to any Starboard families that enroll a child in the pre-

school.  Kristi Abernethy and Gina Catoe and the rest of the WBC Preschool staff have been incredibly 

sweet and helpful, and so welcoming.   

 Our children are continuing to learn about the Fruit of the Spirit.  In January the focus was kind-

ness.  February they will focus on goodness.  It has been neat to see the children act these out in and out of 

school.   

 Starboard has enjoyed the Upward basketball program - we have 6 students playing/cheering and 

three dads coaching.   Thank you for offering this!   

 Thank you Westport Baptist for partnering with us!! 

 

Jennifer L. Stahler 

Founder, Director of Development   

Starboard Christian Academy  /  704-775-3724 

Web: www.starboardchristian.com 

 

 

Hard of hearing? 
Ava connects you with  our worship services. 
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Red Cross Blood Drive 

Monday, March 25th 

from 3:00 - 6:30 pm 

in the Fellowship Hall 

We will need help with setting up, serving, food preparation and cleaning up. 

Please see Rachel Perkins or Susie if you can help with any of these items. 

JOYFUL SOUND SINGING GROUP 

Sunday, February 10th  

in Concert at 6:00 pm 

Joyful Sound is BSU's singing ministry team from North Green-

ville University located in Tigerville, South Carolina. Joyful Sound 

began in 1977 with just a few singers and has grown to consist of 

multiple singing teams with a 5-piece band that rotates between 

each team. In addition, approximately 10 alternate members serve as a vital part of this ministry, traveling 

with teams when full-time members are unable to travel.  Joyful Sound's aim is to serve God through song, 

prayer and testimony to enlighten and encourage believers, and non-believers alike, to draw near to God. 

All teams work together as one family.  

www.westport.church 


