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 Lynn Anderson tells the story of those who first traveled across the Atlantic to America.  He says, About 

350 years ago a shipload of travelers landed on the northeast coast of America. The first year they established a 

town site. The next year they elected a town government. The third year the town government planned to build a 

road five miles westward into the wilderness. 

 In the fourth year the people tried to impeach their town government because they thought it was a waste 

of public funds to build a road five miles westward into a wilderness. Who needed to go there anyway? 

 Here were people who had the vision to see three thousand miles across an ocean and overcome great 

hardships to get there. But in just a few years they were not able to see even five miles out of town. They had lost 

their pioneering vision. With a clear vision of what we can become in Christ, no ocean of difficulty is too great. 

Without it, we rarely move beyond our current boundaries.  

 I read this story and am challenged to ask myself, am I being a person of vision or a person content to just 

stay still and make no progress for the kingdom of God?  Across our nation churches (including many Baptist 

churches) are in decline and will close their doors permanently within the next 20 to 30 years.  I would suggest 

that much of that is because the people have lost their vision.  They have forgotten the purpose for which God 

called the church to exist.  What is that purpose?  He has called us to take the Gospel to every man, woman and 

child on the face of the planet.  That may seem overwhelming, but if we just start where we are, we can begin to 

make progress.  As we make disciples and multiply, it is amazing how quickly things can begin to spread.  Have 

you thought about what would happen if we all spent a year or even two, and committed ourselves to getting to 

know an unchurched person (or family) and genuinely cared about them and their lives?  If we reached them with 

the Gospel, what would happen at WBC in the course of two years?  We would double the size of our congrega-

tion!  You know what?  IT CAN HAPPEN!  But we MUST be committed to being Great Commission Christians!  

We must see that the main reason God has left us on this earth is to take 

the Gospel to a world of lost people who desperately need to be saved. 

 So, as we begin our prayer walks, in the month of March, I ask you 

to participate.  This is one way we can begin.  We can’t expect anything of 

significance to happen if we are not depending on God to first do a work 

in the hearts of the 70% in our community that needs the Gospel.   

 Make a point to invite someone for INVITE YOUR ONE Sunday 

on March 5.  Bring them to S.S. and to the worship service. 

 Pray for Caleb as he launches the new discipleship ministry to the 

youth at WBC on March 12.  Encourage your youth to be there at his 

house that evening. 
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• March 3, Cold Water Open 9:00-Noon 

• March 5-7, Evangelist Rick Via 

• March 7, Red Cross Blood Drive 2:00-

6:30 pm 

• March 10-11, Women’s Retreat at Blue 

Ridge Assembly 

• March 12, Daylight Savings Time Be-

gins 

• March15, Wednesday Night Supper 

• March 28, Deacon’s Meeting 

• April 7, Cold Water Open 9:00-Noon 

• April 9,  Joyful Sound 

• April 16, EASTER 

• April 17, Office Closed 

• April 19, No AWANA 

• April 23, Quarterly Business Meeting 

• April 25, Deacon’s Meeting 

• April 26, AWANA, End of Year Party 

• April 29, Women’s Spring Fling 

• May 5, Cold Water Open 9:00-Noon 

• May7, HOMECOMING 

• May 14, MOTHER’S DAY 

• May 17, Wednesday Night Supper 

• May 21, Navy Seal Jared Hudson 

• May 23, Ladies Craft Night 

• May 23-25, Ark Trip 

• May 29, MEMORIAL DAY, Office 

Closed 

• May 30, Deacon’s Meeting 
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 Pray for Church of Denver and Denver Baptist as we work together 

in the month of March and as the three pastors (including myself) will be 

speaking in the 3 churches.  This is a great testimony to the community that 

we are NOT in competition with one another, but that we understand the 

work of the kingdom cannot be done by one church, we must work together 

if we realistically hope to make a dent in the darkness in our community. 

 I am personally very excited about where God wants to take us as a 

church!  There have been great days in the past of this church and many of 

you were here to experience those great successes!  It has been a blessing to 

me to study the history of WBC and see how God has moved over the past 

50+ years.  No doubt, there have been times that have been challenging, but 

even those times can be used by God to make us more dependent upon Him 

and teach us lessons so that we can learn more about how to walk in godli-

ness. 

 So, will you pray that God will give us vision to look ahead and not 

backwards, vision to see the lost and not ourselves, vision to serve rather 

than to be served, vision to love one another rather than to gossip or tear 

down one another.   

 I close with this quote by the great missionary who gave his life try-

ing to reach a group of remote Indians in the jungles of Equador, Jim Elliott.  

He was a man of great vision.  He said this, “He is no fool who gives what 

he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose!” 
 

Blessings to you and I love you! 

Pastor Steve Owenby 
2 Corinthians 5:9 
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 March 5, 2017 

250 in Sunday School @ 9:15 

Our Guest Speaker Evangelist Rick Via 

@ 10:30 and 6:00 PM Worship 

Rick Via will also be with us on  

Monday and Tuesday, March 6th & 7th @ 7:00 PM 

 

Evangelist Rick Via | President of World Reach 

 World Reach Partnerships is a non-profit mission organization committed to taking the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ to a world in need of hope. Since 1995, God has given us the opportunity to build long-term 

partnerships with churches all over the world. We are dedicated to helping local churches be directly in-

volved in short-term missions by training, planning, and leading their global mission efforts. Our desire is 

to connect American churches with sister churches to help extend, encourage, and empower the local 

church as we advance the Kingdom of God.  

 In addition to international ministry, Rick Via preaches regularly in the U.S. leading revival meet-

ings & missions conferences. Rick is unapologetically committed to the inerrancy and authority of Scrip-

ture. He believes, lives by, loves and preaches the Bible, and it alone. He holds a Master of Divinity de-

gree from Southwestern Seminary and an honorary Doctorate of Theology from Mid-Atlantic Bible Col-

lege. Rick and his wife, Janet, have five grown children and 16 grandchildren. 

March 12, 2017 
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"This is the day the Lord has made, we will rejoice and be glad in it " Ps. 118:24.  I find myself quoting 
this verse several times a day and it does help, I'm finding out.  Maybe you find yourself in the same situation 
and have to be reminded God is in total control of everything. He made this very day and if we will just allow 
Him to be in control, it always seems to run more smooth than normal.  Try it.  I know the "Rejoicing" part 
comes a little hard at times, though. 
 

March is going to be a very exciting month for us.  Sunday, March the 5th, has been on everyone's 
minds and hearts lately.  We're having a very special day that day and expecting a huge crowd 
in Sunday School and church.  We've actually had a good opportunity to change some rooms around 
for Sunday School classes to accommodate for the increase in attendance that day.  We're praying and working 
for everyone to have invited at least one person for that day that is not involved with church or even a Chris-
tian.   
 

The whole idea is to reach our area of Denver, with 70% of it not in church, we're finding out.  Quite an 
opportunity, don't you say? Would be great if everyone of our congregation did have someone promised to 
come be their special guest that day. What a great problem that would be!  Many of our own folk have said 
they have someone coming that day.  If you're reading this and you're part of that group, I say, "Thank 
you"!!  If not, maybe you can get busy and do the same.  I encourage you to do just that if possible.  
 

God has been so good to us.  Our music department has been praying for more folk to get involved with 
us in the choir and orchestra and other areas that would be a great benefit.  Some families have been visiting 
with us and are instrumentalists and have been playing in the orchestra.  That's a blessing.  Some have been vis-
iting and actually jumped in and helped out in the choir.  It's been great to have new faces with us.  Several 
have become active members of the church also.   
 

Just want to encourage you to jump right in and join us for March 5th and let's see what God has in 
store for us.  You never know when so many have already invited someone what God can do that day.  Let's 
everyone as a member of Westport get involved.  Maybe you've never done this before as an individual but 
you'll be surprised how exciting it can be to be a part of this big day for us.  Don't get left out of the excite-
ment.  See you in church!! 
 
Lord bless you, 
 
Pastor Jerry Mattheiss 

www.westport.church 
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Youth Ministry Dive Groups are starting 

soon! Dive Groups are a small group Bible 

study designed for students who desire 

personal growth, discipleship, and ac‐

countability.  

Our kickoff will be Sunday, March 12th                   

from  5:45‐8:00pm at Pastor Caleb's 

house. Youth families are invited to join us 

for dinner from 7:00‐8:00 (following the 

evening worship service).  

We are starting our study with the book of 

Ephesians! 

 I am very excited about the start to our Youth Dive Groups because it gives our Youth Ministry an es-

sential time of discipleship and accountability. 

  

 In Matthew 28:19-20, a passage all Christians should be familiar with, Jesus gives a simple one-

sentence charge to His followers. “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.” 

  
 The phrase “teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you,”  is one that is loaded with sig-

nificance when it comes to what Jesus expects out of us as Christians.  There is an obvious educational aspect - 

teaching, which directs our energy toward passing along information.  However, the added emphasis on ob-

serving, or obeying all that Jesus commanded, is crucial to understand how we are to teach.  We should first 

understand what the disciples would have heard when receiving this command.  Jesus had spent 3 years with 

them in intense discipleship; teaching, modeling, equipping, and empowering them to lead others to the 

knowledge of salvation.  So, to the disciples, when Jesus commanded them to teach others to observe what 

they were commanded, they understood that command in the view of their own observation of discipleship at 

the feet of Jesus.  This discipleship was full of small group, and sometimes one-on-one moments of teaching, 

correcting, and encouraging.  They were taught to obey with more than just words or scripture lessons, but 

through the actions of Jesus which they could replicate in their own lives.  In other words, the disciples would 

have understood “make disciples,” and “teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you,” as orders to 

replicate the personal example of accountability, education, growth, and relationship-building which Jesus 

practiced with them. 

  

 This should be an intentional part of every ministry, and is the focus of what we will be doing in Dive 

Groups.  Please pray for the students in our Youth Ministry as they grow and are challenged in the teaching 

and observation of His word. 

 

Pastor Caleb Moore 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL   JULY 9-14 (SUN - FRI) 

TIME: 6:00-9:00 

AGES:  3 YRS - YOUTH 

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS AND SEE THE SIGN UP  

SHEET IN THE VESTIBULE FOR WHERE YOU CAN SERVE.  

WE ESPECIALLY NEED A COMMITMENT FROM BUS  

AND VAN DRIVERS, AND MONITORS. 

WEEKDAY PRESCHOOL  

2017-2018 REGISTRATION 

GOING ON NOW! 
****SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT - OUR WEEKDAY PRESCHOOL 

IS OFFERING A SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM AGAIN THIS YEAR 

IN JUNE AND JULY - CALL 704-483-5835  

 

 

 

 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE  - TUESDAY, MARCH 7TH ~ 2:00 - 6:30 PM 

IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL 

You can sign up online at www.redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code “Westport” or you can contact 

Susie in the church office 704-483-5851.  On the day of the event, you can speed up donation process by 

about 15 minutes by going online to RAPIDPASS and fill out information there and print it off and bring 

with you. 
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Information New Members may not know: 
 

Our Lost and Found box is under the counter as you enter the nursery area. If you 

don’t find your lost item there and it is of value, please call the church office, we may 

be keeping it in the office. 

 

If you need Tithe and Offering Envelopes, please pick up a numbered box off the 

table in the vestibule. Please use that box for the rest of the year. If you place cash 

in the envelope, please be sure you write your name on the envelope so we can give 

you credit for the donation. We place your Tithe and Offering Statements on the 
table in the vestibule usually by the first Sunday in January of the following year. 

 

 

Check out our website westport.church. If you have any comments or suggestions 
about the site, please contact Susie @ office@westport.church. 

 

 

We have Wednesday night services. AWANA is for children age 3 through 

Grade 6. It is from 6:45-8:10 pm in our Family Life Center. Our students 
Grades 7-12 meet in the Youth Building from 6:45-8:00 pm. All adults meet 

in the sanctuary at 7:00 pm for prayer and Bible Study. 

 

On the 3rd Wednesday of every month September-May, we have a Wednesday 

night Supper. This supper is open to members who work in any area of our church 

on Wednesdays, and for members who come to our 7:00 prayer service and Bible 
study. Visitors who come to our Wednesday night prayer service and Bible study 

are also welcome to attend our suppers. Serving of supper is from 5:45 - 6:30 p.m.  

Suggested donation - $5.00/adult, $2.50/child or a maximum of $20.00/per family 

 

 

We have Sunday School for all ages at 9:15 on Sunday Mornings. If you have a ba-
by, we have a nursery provided for most all services. Come to the Welcome Center 

in the vestibule and someone can direct you to the nursery area and to the Sunday 

School classes. 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a Flower Chart on the bulletin board in the vestibule. If you would 

like to have flowers placed in the Sanctuary for a particular Sunday in Honor 
or in Memory of someone, just write your name on the particular Sunday, call 

Susie and let her know, then contact a florist of your choice. You can bring 

them that Sunday morning or have the florist deliver the flowers on that Sun-

day morning between 8:30 & 9:30 AM. 

If you wish an announcement to be in the bulletin that the flowers are in the honor or memory of 

someone, please call the church office and give that information to Susie Sherrill. 

 



Important Information on 
how we can be contacted: 

Website - www.westport.church 

Church Office – 704-483-1000 
Weekday Preschool Office 704-483-5835 

Fax - 704-483-7474 

Opportunities Include 

     SUNDAY 
  9:00 AM Prayer at the Altar 
  9:15 AM Sunday School 

      10:30 AM Morning Worship 
  4:30 PM       Adult Choir Practice 

  6:00 PM Evening Worship 
      TUESDAY 

       7:00 AM Men’s Prayer 
     10:00 AM Ladies Prayer Time 

     WEDNESDAY 
 6:45 PM Children’s Awana Program 

 6:45 PM Impact Student Ministry 
 7:00 PM Adult Worship Service 

Church Staff 
Pastor Steve Owenby / Senior Pastor 

Email address: steve@westport.church 
Pastor Jerry Mattheiss / Minister of Music 

Email address: jerry@westport.church 
Pastor Caleb Moore / Pastor to Students & Families 

Email address: caleb@westport.church 
Susie Sherrill, Senior Administrative Assistant  

Email address: susie@westport.church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March Birthdays 

3/01/69   Ronnie and Joy Lineberger 

 

03/02   Cathy Adams 

03/02   Joy Lineberger 

03/03   Alice Carpenter 

03/03 Geri Herrin 

03/03   Carol Luckey 

03/07   Gerald Johnson 

03/07   Marian Pickett 

03/11   Sam Whitfield 

03/14   Brad Baranowksi 

03/17   Tommy Helms 

03/17   Suzanne Loftin 

03/19   Don Greene 

03/23   Carol Seigler 

03/24   Jason Bradfield 

03/25 Jennifer Young 

03/26   Charles Sones 

03/29   Marilyn Lee 

03/29   Joe Lukowski 

03/29   Pastor Owenby 

03/29   Daisy Weathington 

03/30   Jacob Lowery 

 

March Anniversaries 


