
Important Information on 
how we can be contacted: 

Website - www.westport.church 

Church Office – 704-483-1000 
Weekday Preschool Office 704-483-5835 

Fax - 704-483-7474 

Opportunities Include 

     SUNDAY 
  9:00 AM Prayer at the Altar 
  9:15 AM Sunday School 

      10:30 AM Morning Worship 
  4:30 PM       Adult Choir Practice 

        5:30 PM       Orchestra Practice 
  6:00 PM Evening Worship 

      TUESDAY 
       7:00 AM Men’s Prayer 

     10:00 AM Ladies Prayer Time 
     WEDNESDAY 

 6:30 PM Children’s Awana Program 
 6:30 PM Impact Student Ministry 

 7:00 PM Adult Worship Service 

Church Staff 
Pastor Steve Owenby / Senior Pastor 

Email address: steve@westport.church 
Pastor Jerry Mattheiss / Minister of Music 

Email address: jerry@westport.church 
Pastor Caleb Moore / Pastor to Students & Families 

Email address: caleb@westport.church 
Susie Sherrill, Senior Administrative Assistant  

Email address: susie@westport.church 

There is a Flower Chart on the bulletin board in the vestibule. If you would like 

to have flowers placed in the Sanctuary for a particular Sunday in Honor or in 

Memory of someone, just write your name on the particular Sunday, call Susie 

and let her know, then contact a florist of your choice. You can bring them that 

Sunday morning or have the florist deliver the flowers on that Sunday morning 

between 8:30 & 9:30 AM. 

If you wish an announcement to be in the bulletin that the flowers are in honor 

or memory of someone, please call the church office and give that information to Susie Sherrill. 

 

March Birthdays 

3/01/69  Ronnie and Joy Lineberger 

3/04/17   Jason and Lisa Bradfield 

03/26   Charles Sones 

03/29   Marilyn Lee 

03/29   Joe Lukowski 

03/29   Pastor Owenby 

03/30   Jacob Lowery 

03/31   Jean Dale 

03/02   Cathy Adams 

03/02   Joy Lineberger 

03/03   Alice Carpenter 

03/03 Geri Herrin 

03/03   Judy Lance 

03/03   Carol Luckey 

03/05   Laura Bouldin 

03/07   Gerald Johnson 

03/07   Marian Pickett 

03/08   Maryellen Warren 

03/11   Sam Whitfield 

03/14   Brad Baranowski 

03/15   Betty Wyatt 

03/17   Tommy Helms 

03/17   Suzanne Loftin 

03/19   Don Greene 

03/23   Carol Seigler 

03/24   Jason Bradfield 

03/25   Jason Hartsell 

03/25 Jennifer Young 

March Anniversary 

Some Notes on Our Church History: 

 Among items stored in church 

files is a loan document from First Na-

�onal Bank in 1973.  Signatures of 

church members promising repayment 

included that of D.L. Fortenberry, father 

of Joy and Gail Lineberger,  and of 

Charles Moore, father of Jean Withers.  

 Another item included in the 

files is a record of a loan from First Fed-

eral Savings and Loan of Lincolnton. The 

loan was to Macedonia Bap�st Church 

in 1965 for a mission which became 

Westport Bap�st Church. 

 These items, along with other 

financial records from our early history, 

are now on display in the glass cabinet 

in the main office foyer.  
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A Healthy Church 
 

 Charles Spurgeon is one of the pastors of the past that I find encouraging.  He was an extremely gi6ed speaker 

and writer.  He was a master of words and had the ability to paint vivid pictures that would challenge the heart and mo-

�vate the spirit.  One saying of his that I think of o6en is, “If sinners be damned, at least let them leap to Hell over our 

bodies. If they will perish, let them perish with our arms about their knees. Let no one go there unwarned and un-prayed 

for.” 
  

 As I think about that statement, I am reminded that God wants me not only to share the Gospel with those who 

need Christ, but also to care deeply about those who fail to realize just how deeply they need the Gospel.  I pray that 

God will give me opportuni�es, o6en, to tell others about the wonderful love of Jesus Christ and how He died on the 

Cross to take away the wrath of God that was ready to be poured out on me and all who fail to put their faith in Him.  It 

was such a blessing to be able to share the Gospel both yesterday, and today with two different individuals.  Neither 

made a decision, YET!  However, I must remind myself that ge=ng people saved is not my job.  That is the responsibility 

of the Holy Spirit.  Mine is to plant the seeds and to nurture those seeds.  I will pray for these souls and I will certainly be 

following up with them; but changing their hearts is the job of the Holy Spirit. 
  

 One way we can reach people is by invi�ng them to worship.  Let me encourage you, when you give an invita�on 

to someone, to invite them to “come worship God” with you.  While there is nothing wrong with asking, “Would you 

come to church with me?”  Focusing on coming to worship God places the emphasis on what will be done and what will 

happen if they accept your invita�on. 
  

 Thom Rainer recently shared how that healthy churches have a culture in which their people regularly invite oth-

ers to come.  He went on to tell how one common prac�ce is that every year healthy churches will typically invite about 

10x the number of people who aDend on a Sunday morning.  For WBC, that means we would invite about 2,500 people 

each year to come and worship God with us.  That comes out to about 50 people a week.  That may seem like a lot, but 

it boils down to each family invi�ng 1 person each week.  That sounds reasonable. 
  

 One more thought on how to invite - offer your invita�on to the individual and not to a group.  Offering to a 

group doesn’t have the impact that offering to an individual does.  Someone would be more likely to accept your invita-

�on if it is made to them and them alone.  Whether that be face to face (which is best), or a phone call, or a leDer, an 

email or on social media.  The most important thing is to be invi�ng. 
  

 Father, help us to care deeply about those who are without you!  Give us wisdom to see the opportuni#es you 

bring our way.  Give us courage to take those opportuni#es and not be overcome by fear of what others may think of us 

or how they may respond! 
 

Grateful To Be Your Pastor,  Steve Owenby 
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 March 11,  Daylight Saving Time  

    Begins 

 March 16, Youth Lock-In 

 March 25, Palm Sunday, EASTER 

CANTATA 

 March 27, Red Cross Blood Drive 

 March 27, Deacon’s Meeting 

 April 1, EASTER, Breakfast,             

No Sunday School, 10:30 Worship 

 April 8, JOYFUL SOUND 

 April 24, Deacon’s Meeting 

 May 6, Homecoming 

 May 13, Mother’s Day 

 May 28, MEMORIAL DAY 

 May 29, Deacon’s Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From what I can gather and understand and also see, congrega�on-

al singing is becoming almost a thing of the past.  I have had the opportuni-

ty to be in a few church services out of town, while on vaca�on, and 

some congrega�ons s�ll sing.  Yet, most are just "spectators", like at a ball 

game or the like.  I have quoted several �mes from a special liDle book 

someone gave me �tled, "SING". 

In this liDle book, let me quote some of it:  "When we sing together 

as the church, we are showing how we are a congrega�on of living stones. 

Our singing is an audible expression of the bonds we share, tes�fying to 

the life that lies within these stones.  We are cut from the same elements 

of faith, united in one Lord, filled by one Spirit, brought into one church, to 

offer our praise to Him.  We are being chiseled and refined through our 

singing, just as we are through every aspect of our lives.  We are forged 

together through our singing together." 

A6er over 50 years of doing what I do, being a Music Pastor, I have 

watched and experienced the moods and expressions I see within the ser-

vices of today.  So many changes have come all through these years where 

styles, preferences, likes and types of music have changed.  It seems like 

during the late 50's all through the 70's, church music was of one style and 

type.  People sang with everything they had.  Few years go by and other 

types of music came in with emphasis on the youth and what "They" 

liked.   

Then as years went by, the elder folk, 

mixed with youth, music was almost something 

the congrega�on weathered un�l the pastor 

came in the pulpit and preached.  A6er a while, 

church congrega�ons slowly began to do more 

listening than par�cipa�ng in the singing.  Then 

as I said in the beginning of this ar�cle, congre-

ga�ons became "Spectators".  It's interes�ng to 

watch congrega�ons during the singing.  Those 

that think they are less musically inclined, just 

stand or sit and watch.  That number of people 

is growing.  Missing so much of the church ser-

vice. 

So, when you sing, look around.  En-

courage others with what you are singing and expect to be encouraged by 

the fact that there are others singing with you.  Even if you can't carry a 

tune, sing with the best you have to God's glory.  You'll be surprised how 

you will bless someone else by your par�cipa�on.   

 Try it.  You'll like it.  God will be honored.   

See you in church singing! 

Pastor Jerry MaDheiss  

The Anchor March 2018  
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ONLINE GIVING 

We are now offering Online Giving for those who prefer to use their phone or computer to make their con‐

tributions.  But you can also continue to make donations with a check or cash as it fits your lifestyle or 

preference.  Some people just find it easier to donate online and they also enjoy the perks they receive by 

using their debit/credit card. Each online transaction costs .30 cent.  If you use your debit/credit card it will 

cost an additional 2.75% of the amount you are donating to the church. 

HOW DO I SIGN UP? 
Signing up is as simple as going to our church website  www.westport.church  and look for the green com‐

puter mouse icon.  That button will take you to the myEoffering page for our church. The following info is 

what you will see: 

Welcome to myEoffering. 
Sign in above to continue, OR New users click REGISTER. 
  Click register to begin 
      Success 
         Your signup was successful. Please check your email for the link to  
          activate so you can login. 
 
*****THIS IS THE  EMAIL YOU WILL RECEIVE***** 
 

You have successfully signed up for myEoffering. Please follow, in order, the 4 steps below to get started. 
STEP 1: Activate your account. 
Please click the link below (or copy + paste into your browser) to activate your account. 

https://members.myeoffering.com/#/verify/llYqGP10SOs4J8evXe53ljJNb8bsfB 
STEP 2: Create your wallet. 
At the top of the page click on Wallet. Then Add your Banking information to your account. 

STEP 3: Join your church. (you do not have to be a member of Westport Baptist Church to give online 
and you do not have to have an envelope number) 
At the top of the page click on Church. Search the list of available churches for Westport Baptist and add it to 
your list of Churches.  If you do not see Westport Baptist, type it in the search box.  Just be sure you click on 
Westport Baptist Church Denver, NC. 

STEP 4: Create your Offering. 
At the top of the page click on Offering. Click on the Add New Offering Button to get started. (You must se-
lect Westport Baptist Church Denver NC before you move to step 4.) 

 
 

 

 
  

JOYFUL SOUND SINGING GROUP 

Worshipping with us  

Sunday, April 8th at 10:30 AM 

and then in Concert at 6:00 pm 

Joyful Sound is BSU's singing ministry team from North 

Greenville University located in Tigerville, South Carolina. 

Joyful Sound began in 1977 with just a few singers and has 

grown to consist of multiple singing teams with a 5‐piece band that rotates between each team. In 

addition, approximately 10 alternate members serve as a vital part of this ministry, traveling with 

teams when full‐time members are unable to travel.  Joyful Sound's aim is to serve God through 

song, prayer and testimony to enlighten and encourage believers, and non‐believers alike, to draw 

near to God. All teams work together as one family.  
www.westport.church 
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 One of the most biDersweet phrases in scripture is the phrase “not far.” It appears 8 �mes in 

scripture. Twice to refer to physical distance, those usages of the phrase are of lesser importance. How-

ever, 6 �mes the Bible uses “not far” referring to spiritual distance. 

  Psalm 22:11, 35:22, 38:21, and 71:12 are all psalms of lament, begging God to be “not far” from 

the psalmist in their �me of need. The psalms show how we can feel far from God when we are emo-

�onally drained, hurt, and vulnerable. This type of “not far” can cause us to feel bad, but there is a �me 

when we draw near to God and the hurt and pain are erased. 

  The most biDersweet usage of the phrase, however, is found in Mark 12. A scribe is sent to test 

Jesus as he teaches in the Temple. He asks Jesus, what is the greatest commandment? Many of us are 

familiar with this passage, Jesus replies “’Hear O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall 

love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 

strength’ The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment 

greater than these” (Mk. 12:29-31). The scribe, impressed by the poise and command of Jesus, com-

mends his answer. Verse 34 says “And when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, ‘You are 

not far from the kingdom of God.’” At face value, this seems like a good thing. The scribe was beginning 

to see that Jesus might be the true messiah, however, “not far” s�ll means not in. We do not know 

whether this scribe ever put his faith in Jesus, we simply have no idea. 

  We do know many people in our lives who are “not far”, people who have grown up far from 

Christ but are beginning to learn about Him, people who have grown up in church and know about Him 

but have never believed, and even those who profess to 

believe but their lives show otherwise. Knowing that “not 

far” s�ll means not in, we should be burdened to make 

sure they know, believe, and are included in the kingdom. 

  God is never far from us. Though like the psalmist, it 

may feel that way some�mes, Acts 17:27, (the 8
th

 and final 

use of “not far”), assures us: “Yet He is actually not far from 

each one of us.” And what is even more reassuring is the 

fact that He wants us to be IN. 1 John 4:15 says “whoever 

confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, 

and he in God.” How does your witness influence the peo-

ple you know to draw near to God? How does your life re-

flect that you are IN God? 

  Let us work for the growth of God’s Kingdom, that 

we may rejoice with those In the Kingdom, rather than 

mourn for those “not far.” 

Pastor Caleb Moore 

www.westport.church 
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AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

March 27, 2018 2:00 - 6:30 pm in the FLC 

 

You can sign up online at www.redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code “Westport” or 

you can contact Susie in the church office 704-483-1000.  On the day of the event, you can 

speed up donation process by about 15 minutes by going online to RAPIDPASS and fill out 

information there and print it off and bring with you. 

www.westport.church 

 

 

Please help us ….. roll up a sleeve and help save lives by do-

nating blood now. In just an hour of time, blood donors can 

help save the lives of three people.  

Sunday - March 25th 
 

 

 

 

 
Easter Cantata 

10:30 am & 6 pm 

January 2017  The Anchor March 2018  

www.westport.church 

March 11, 2018 

WEEKDAY  

PRESCHOOL  

2018-2019  

REGISTRATION 

GOING ON NOW! 

CALL  704-483-5835 

Some of you have asked did you miss getting 

the church directory.  The answer is, “No”,  you 

haven’t.  We are sorry for the delay in getting 

the church directory completed.  Due to the 

Christmas and New Year holidays, and then a 

few days of bad weather, and waiting to get as 

many pictures in as possible, it has taken longer 

than expected.  We should be receiving it some‐

time in April.  Thank you for your patience. 

10:30 Worship 

8:45 - 10:00 Full Buffet Breakfast 

No Sunday School 

EASTER SUNDAY 

APRIL 1, 2018 


