
Important Information on 
how we can be contacted: 

Website - www.westport.church 

Church Office – 704-483-1000 
Weekday Preschool Office 704-483-5835 

Fax - 704-483-7474 

Opportunities Include 

     SUNDAY 
  9:00 AM Prayer at the Altar 
  9:15 AM Sunday School 

      10:30 AM Morning Worship 
  4:30 PM       Adult Choir Practice 

        5:30 PM       Orchestra Practice 
  6:00 PM Evening Worship 

      TUESDAY 
       7:00 AM Men’s Prayer 

     10:00 AM Ladies Prayer Time 
     WEDNESDAY 

 7:00 PM Children/Youth  Ministry 
 7:00 PM Adult Worship Service 

Church Staff 
Pastor Steve Owenby / Senior Pastor 

Email address: steve@westport.church 
Pastor Jerry Mattheiss / Minister of Music 

Email address: jerry@westport.church 
Pastor Caleb Moore / Pastor to Students & Families 

Email address: caleb@westport.church 
Susie Sherrill, Senior Administrative Assistant  

Email address: susie@westport.church 

May Birthdays 
5/02     Jacob Loftin 

5/03     Liam Feltz 

5/05 Jackson Barnes 

5/05 J.T. Roche 

5/06 Benjamin Catoe 

5/07 Amanda Catoe 

5/07     Christy Owenby 

5/08 Susie Sherrill 

5/11     Sydnie Bradfield 

5/11     Jason Hudgins 

5/12 Mike Watts 

5/13 Frank Burgess 

5/13 Stacy Oxendine 

5/16     Gage Mason 

5/17     Lauren Hartsell 

5/17     Jean Raborn 

5/18     Susan McLaren 

5/19 Josh Carpenter 

5/20 Pat Casey 

5/21 Whit Herrin 

5/21 Rose Mary McDonald 

5/24     Kim Upchurch 

5/26     Lydia Bolli 

5/27     Bud Hoyle 

5/27     Helen Lee 

5/27     Baleigh Osteen 

5/29     Lisa Lutz 

5/29     Janet Moore 

5/30     Anita Hayes 

5/30 Max Sims 

5/31 Ray Whitfield 

May Anniversaries 
5/01/16    Scott and Laura Bouldin 

5/01/70    Ray and Tenya Whitfield 

5/03/03    Tim and Brandi Furr 

5/04/09    Arlen and Judy Melton 

5/05/06    Jess and Joan Lopez 

5/10/01    Stacy and Georgia Oxendine 

5/11/68    Buddy and Linda Gibson 

5/15/99    Mike and Alice Carpenter 

5/16/87    Ray and Gina Catoe 

5/18/02    Shane and Suzanne Loftin 

5/18/02    Charles and Cheryl Richardson 

5/18/68    Tom and Beverly Weston 

5/20/95    Shelton and Shelly Sikes 

5/21/11    Pastor Caleb and Claire Moore 

5/27/00    Greg and Erin Hudgins 

5/29/71    Phillip and Angie Thomas 

5/31/86    Roby and Lisa Lutz 

5/31/53    Jack and Agnes Sipe 
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Is Anyone Watching??? 

 

 Recently, a friend of mine told me about a mug his wife bought him.  It has printed on the side of it 
something like this, “Character is what you are when no one else is watching.”  We all need to remember that 
God’s watchful eye is always looking at our hearts and our lives, even during those times when we may be 
putting on a front in the presence of those around us.  Have you ever been around someone you found to be 
a little irritating and put a smile on your face and told them, “It is so good to see you!”  While on the inside 
that little voice is screaming, “Get me out of here.  I can’t stand being around this person!”  We should re‐
member that God’s eye looks past the flesh and straight into our souls at the thoughts and His ear hears that 
little voice that is constantly speaking and carrying on a conversation in our mind, reminding us of what we 
really think.  Hebrews 4:12,13 tells us, For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-

edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 

thoughts and intents of the heart. And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and 

open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account. 
 
 Should we be frightened by this truth?  Certainly not!  God is in the perfecting business.  If you have 
been saved and given your life to the Savior, rest assured that God’s desire is to make you more like Jesus 
Christ and not to condemn and judge you.  As He looks into the deep crevices of our hearts and often times 
finds disappointment, shame and wicked secrets we hide from the world, He does not abandon us.  As a mat‐
ter of fact, because of His great love for us, He actively begins a work that will bring us to the place where we 
will forsake that sin.  When God saved you, He began a work in you and prom‐
ised to continue that work in you until you reach perfection.  The Lord has giv‐
en us in His word this precious promise, …being confident of this very thing, 

that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus 

Christ (Philippians 1:6).  God is building character in His children.  His desire is 
for us to be the person on the inside that we are on the outside or to be the 
same person when other people are watching or not.  When we begin to 
grow and strive to live in such a way that we are striving to please God rather 
than those around us, we will then be on the road to being people of charac‐
ter.  Let us all pray that God will help us have hearts that please Him! 
 
Blessings To You, 
Pastor Steve Owenby 
2 Cor. 5:9 

     

Senior Pastor’s page 

THE ANCHOR 



 

 

 

 May 1, MOPS 

 May 4, Cold Water Ministry 

 May 5, Men’s Work Day 

 May 6, Homecoming 

 May 13, Mother’s Day - Baby/Child 

Dedication 

 May 16, Wednesday Night Supper 

 May 22, Weekday Preschool Gradua-

tion 

 May 28, MEMORIAL DAY - Church 

Office Closed 

 May 29, Deacon’s Meeting 

 June 10-15, Mission Opportunity 

Eutaw, Alabama, Community Out-

reach, VBS, Block Party 

PLEASE SEE PAGE 6 FOR MORE  

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 
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Talking to people about the 

gospel can seem difficult. There are 

all sorts of doubts and questions 

that we worry about, and they can 

stop us from sharing. Where do we 

start? Will they be offended? How 

will this affect our relationship?  
  

But having productive gos-

pel conversations doesn’t have to 

be that hard. Here are a few tips for 

turning every day conversations in-

to gospel conversations, and reliev-

ing the pressure we feel to lead oth-

ers to Christ. 
  

·     First, remember being obedient to God is greater than any relation-

ship or recognition this world can give. God has called us to share the 

good news, no doubt or question is more powerful than our Creator’s 

commands. 

·     Learn to ask good questions. “How” and “Why” questions are good 

ways to figure out what someone else believes. When we know what an-

other person believes about God we can tailor our conversation to their 

specific beliefs and needs. 

·     Asking good questions also breaks the ice and allows you to have 

great gospel conversations. Most of the time when you ask someone what 

they believe they will ask you in reply. There is no pressure in sharing 

what you believe when they have specifically asked you. 

 ·     Share stories of victory through hardship. Everyone wants to learn 

how to avoid pain and hardship in life. Your story of how Christ used 

trials to bring you joy is a perfect stepping stone into asking if Christ has 

brought joy into their life.  

 ·     Remember that it isn’t our responsibility to lead others to Christ, 

only to share the good news.  

 ·     Finally, pray for the situations before you are ever in them. Ask God 

to direct your conversation, ask the Spirit to be at work in their hearts 

even before the conversation begins, commit to humbly pray for that per-

son after the conversation ends. 
 

It doesn’t take a person with a strong gift of evangelism to share the gos-

pel, and it doesn’t take a seminary degree or advanced biblical training. All it 

takes is an average believer being obedient in everyday situations. I am praying 

for you that you are put in those situations and that God uses you to reach oth-

ers. 
 

Pastor Caleb Moore 
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Kids of all ages join us for VBS as we time‐travel throughout history! VBS will be July 15th‐20th, Sunday through 
Thursday from 6 to 9 pm, with a Celebration Event on Friday. Registration is coming soon, so be on the lookout 
for more information! 
 
 Wouldn’t it be amazing to travel back in time and witness epic events in history? Imagine the thrill of 
meeting great heroes of the faith like Abraham, Moses, or Gideon. Or the fun of experiencing life in ancient 
cultures like Rome. Or the fascination of watching famous inventors make discoveries that change the world. 

DISCOVERING JESUS FROM ETERNITY PAST 
TO ETERNITY FUTURE 
Now imagine traveling through time and meeting the most important man ever—a man who was not just a 

man, but also God. One who turned the world upside‐down. One who existed outside of time. 

We’ll do just that as we embark on Time Lab. We’ll use words beginning with “C” to help us remember that 

Jesus, our forever faithful, loving, caring, promise‐keeping Lord, has been with us always! 

 Creation: Did you know the Son of God has always existed? We’ll talk about his existence before time and 

his activity at Creation. 

 Christophany: Big, cool word the kids will love learning that teaches the Son of God didn’t start as a babe in 

a manger but has been around forever, actively involved throughout history, including the Old Testament! 

They’ll study the biblical accounts of Abraham and Moses that show appearances of the Son of God to people 

before he came to earth. 

 Cross: Here’s when Jesus is actually given the name “Jesus.” And here’s where he lives, dies, and comes 

back to life. It’s the most epic historical account ever! Because of him, we can live forever, too! Although op‐

portunities to present the gospel are provided every day, this is the day we’ll present the gospel in all its glory. 

 Clouds: After Jesus rose again, where did he go? He’s actively working on our behalf as he sits at the right 

hand of God the Father, interceding for us, protecting his Church, and preparing a place for his children! Wow! 

 Crown: We’ll end our tour through time at the new heaven and new earth, where Jesus and his children 

will live together in the most amazing place forever. Whatever your best day ever has been, a day on the new 

earth will blow it away! 

Time sure will fly while we’re having fun. So head this way and get ready to launch into hyperdrive as we take off 

for Time Lab! Let’s go! 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS, PLEASE SIGN UP IN THE VESTIBULE! 
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      Mission Opportuni�es for 2018 

Dominican Republic – May ?  

Erect (2) 20x40 Tents to be used as Churches 

* * * 

Eutaw, Alabama – June 10 – 15   

Community Outreach, VBS, Block Party 

* * * 

Harlan, Kentucky – July 8 – July 13   

Community Outreach, VBS, Block Party 

* * * 

Jenkins – Jones, West Virginia – August 4   

Same day Community Outreach 

* * * 

Dominican Republic – Oct. 14-18  

Children’s Homes, Feed a Village, Outreach 

* * * 

Jenkins – Jones, West Virginia – Nov. 3   

Same Day Community Outreach 

 

WORK DAY SATURDAY, MAY 5TH @ 9 AM  

We need men to please come out and help with moving some  

equipment from a couple of rooms in our Family Life Center. 

 

 

ONLINE GIVING! 
HOW DO I SIGN UP? 
Signing up is as simple as going to our church website  

www.westport.church  and look for the green computer mouse icon.  

That button will take you to the myEoffering page for our church.  If you need help, please call the 

church office and we can help walk you through it. 

www.westport.church 

Lately, I've looked again at my little book, "Sing", and have read some very interesting thoughts about music 

and how it effects ourselves individually or together with others.  When it comes to music in church, do we actually 

take part or just kinda hum along while everybody else sings.  Some folks, I have noticed, just stand there or sit there 

and watch, never even trying to take part.   Maybe you've been to church services where they have a band on stage 

and it's playing and a team of singers on the platform singing, but all you mostly do is listen and watch them 

"Perform".   
 

This thing of "Altogether" is about the same as the Bible talks about as being in "one accord".  So many times 

we read in the scriptures where everyone did things in "one accord".  Music in church or even at home with family, 

can be done in "one accord".   Everybody together.  When we sing together as a church, we are showing how we are 

a congregation of living stones.  I have mentioned this earlier from my book, "Sing", but it bears repeating.  Our 

singing is an audible expression of the bonds we share, testifying to the life that lies within these stones.   
 

We live in a time when the importance of music in church has been elevated greatly but has become more of 

a commercial type.  We go to church and all the music is a "Performance" rather than a together worship time with 

music.  After being raised in church and now actually being responsible for music in church ministry, music has dis-

played a major part of my life and it just comes naturally in church to sing.  It also becomes repetitious and the 

words of the songs are caught up in the music.   
 

So, when you sing, look around.  Encourage others with 

what you are singing and expect to be encouraged by the fact that 

there are others singing with you and to you.  Another way of en-

couragement for church members is when leadership tries to teach 

a new song or chorus, do your best to learn and sing along.  I 

know, with our church, we have learned some very strong minis-

tering choruses and songs in past couple of years; we love singing 

them.  "The Power of The Cross".  "In Christ Alone".  The hymn, 

"Worthy of Worship"; just to name a few.  Very powerful and 

meaningful words in these type songs.   
 

Another strong ministry of our church is our Bible study 

time, or Sunday School, as has been called for many years.  Classes 

for every person or family.  Some are just couples.  Classes for 

them.  Some are individuals, class for them.  Teens, a wonderful 

department for them from 6th grade through 12th grade.  In fact, 

a youth team sang and played for us in April on a Sun-

day morning.  What a blessing.  Classes for children whether 

nursery 2-3 year old, 4-5 year old and even kindergarten age up to 

5th grade.  Great teachers that love children.   
 

Remember, someone used to say, you are who you run 

with.  Well, you show what you are by who you sing with.  Don't 

forget to even try to sing at church next Sunday.  You'll enjoy 

it.  While you're at it, come a little early and attend a Sunday School class.  You don't know where to go?  We can 

help you the minute you walk in our front door.  Special folk are already there and waiting to help you. 
 
Until next time, may the Lord richly bless you, 
 
Pastor Jerry Mattheiss 
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May 13, 2018 
Please call the Church Office 

to sign up • 704-483-1000 

May 6, 2018 

The Gospel Truth Trio will share a few songs in 

our 10:30 Worship service just prior to a special 

message from Pastor Steve. The trio will be back in 

Concert Sunday evening at 6:00.  We will have a 

covered dish meal following the morning service in 

the FLC.  Please bring a well filled basket full of 

food to share.  

Also, be sure to invite family and friends to come 

for this special HOMECOMING time. 
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WESTPORT BAPTIST 

WEEKDAY PRESCHOOL  

2018-2019  

REGISTRATION 

GOING ON NOW! 

CALL  704-483-5835 

Beginning this Fall for K - Grade 5 

For information please contact:  

Jennifer Stahler, Co‐Founder 

Abby Keener, Co‐Founder 

2380 Lake Shore Road South 

Denver, NC 28037 

Website:  StarboardChristian.com  

Email:  Starboard@StarboardChristian.com  

Phone:  724.664.5922 (Jennifer) or 704.582.9929 (Abby)  

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

THURSDAY, MAY 3, 2018 

The Sanctuary will be open from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

for anyone who would like to come in and pray at the 

altar. 


