
From The Pastor’s Desk… 

A few of years ago I left the church office and pulled into our driveway and was ready to go inside and relax for 

a little while.  Little did I know I was about to get very busy.  When I got out of my car, as I was turning around, I saw a 

miniature dinosaur walking across my yard.  As I jumped back, my first reaction was one of disbelief.  Then as it contin-

ued to walk away from me and it became clear it was not going to eat me or blow fire in my face, I became a little bolder 

and began to approach it.  Suddenly, I realized what this must be.  Someone was playing a trick on me.  It had to be a 

remote control toy and I could only imagine that my kids were hiding behind a nearby tree laughing themselves silly.  

After looking around and not seeing anyone, I got a little closer.  The critter couldn’t move that fast, so I was feeling 

more and more confident and got closer and closer and realized this wasn’t a toy, it was alive!  When it became clear it 

was not going to be able to run away I went into the house and yelled for Josh to come look.  He did and then went 

back in the house and got a net so we could capture it.  We did and we have enjoyed learning about it and watching it.  

A search on the internet and a trip to the library for some books on lizards revealed that it was a Jackson’s Chameleon.  

It is from East Africa and Hawaii.  They are brought here to the U.S. and sold as pets.  Later we learned a neighbor had 

several that had escaped a couple of 

months prior and he was kind enough 

to give this one to Josh.  It was a fasci-

nating piece of God’s creation and we 

watched it display its ability to change 

colors to reflect its mood or environ-

ment.  We also watched it roll out its 

tongue almost 6 inches (about the 

length of its own body) to grab hold of 

crickets.  It was truly captivating just to 

sit and think about the splendor of 

God’s creation as we would look at this 

amazing lizard.   

However, the thing we found most interesting about this lizard was its bite.  If you tried to pick it up, it would 

open its giant mouth and show its tiny teeth and it tried to scare you.  Take it from me, it worked, at least for a while!  

Then I began to realize not only can it not bite me, but it has no intention of biting me.  It simply tries to scare what-

ever it feels threatened by, simply by opening its mouth.  As I observed this, I couldn’t help but think about how this 

lizard is a lot like Satan (incidentally the Devil is called a dragon or great lizard in Rev. 20:1-3).  As believers, Satan may 

try to intimidate us, but in reality he can not bring any harm to us when we are walking with the Lord.  The Bible says 

in 1 Peter 5:8, Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom 

he may devour.  I have been told that in parts of the world where lions roam that often the older, toothless lion still 

plays his part in the hunt.  This slow, sometimes crippled lion will go to an area and let out a loud roar causing the 

heard of gazelle, or whatever they may be hunting, to run from the roar and right toward the rest of the lions.  Some-

times Satan tries to scare us with his roar.  In these times we need to remember that Jesus defeated Satan when He died 

and was resurrected.  He can roar and show his teeth.  He can try to frighten us, but as long as we stay close to Christ, 

we have nothing to fear!  As 1 John tells us, Greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world!  Are you going 

through a trial or fearful circumstances?  Are you being tempted in some way?  Remember, if you stay close to Christ 

you have nothing to fear.  Proverbs 2:7b,8 says, …He is a shield to those who walk uprightly; He guards the paths of 

justice, And preserves the way of His saints. 

Blessings to you,  Steve Owenby   2 Cor. 5:9 
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 As a Minister of Music, there are some 
songs, hymns, and choruses that come to my 
mind when I think about church music.  I have 
folk come to me at times and ask me my favor-
ite hymn or song.  With 50 some years of doing 
music, that's a very difficult question.   About 
the time you hear or sing a song, you may say, 
"Now, that's my favorite."  A few months roll 
by and another song comes to mind.  So, on and 
on you go singing and hearing new songs and 
thinking the same for each one.  But there is one 
song I never cease to be amazed when I sing it 
or hear it and that's the song, "All Hail The 
Power Of Jesus Name!”   

 We sing a lot of church songs with the name of "Jesus" involved with 
it.  For some reason, though, this great hymn keeps coming back to my mind 
every time someone asks me my favorite. "All hail the power of Jesus name, 
Let Angels prostrate fall.  Bring forth the royal diadem, and crown Him Lord 
of all."  What a hymn!  Sometimes I will deliberately sing it in 
a Sunday evening service.  As you probably know, evening services have 
just about changed to a different type service in most churches and certain 
types of songs are sung in them. 

 Edward Perronet was the gentleman that wrote this song.  He was 
born in 1726 in England and became a close associate of John and Charles 
Wesley.  He actually even advocated starting a new denomination but the 
Wesley's would not break their ties to the Angelican Church.  He was such a 
strong, impulsive, self-willed individual he pulled out and started an inde-
pendent church.  Shortly after that he wrote this great hymn and it was pub-
lished in the "Gospel Magazine", edited by Augustus Toplady.  Years later 
those same verses appeared in a book of poems by an anonymous au-
thor.  One of the poems was written as an acrostic; the letters spelled 
"Edward Perronet."  Most of his work was done under an assumed name or 
he used no name at all. 

 Interesting how some of our more often used hymns come from such 
a story as this.  By-the-way, I continue to sing this wonderful, powerful 
hymn on Sunday's and even at other times.  Strange how song's like this 
never go away.  They last forever, it seems. Most songs of today come by 
and last a few years and are gone.  Some of today's though, are a real bless-
ing and they stay with us. Remember another verse of this song:  "Let every 
kindred, every tribe on this terrestrial ball, To Him all majesty ascribe, And 
crown Him Lord of all."   

Keep singing of Him, 

Pastor Jerry Mattheiss 

Mark Your Calendar 

10/4  Choir Practice for 

SFBA Annual Meeting at 

Hull’s Grove North at 7pm 

10/8   AWANA T&T 

Carowinds Trip 

10/9  Quarterly Business 

Meeting and Fingerfood 

Fellowship 6pm 

10/13  Choir Rehearsal for 

SFBA Annual Meeting at 

Hull’s Grove West at 7pm 

10/13  Franklin Graham 

America Tour 2016 

Raleigh, NC 

10/15   Choir Practice for 

Annual Meeting @ 7pm 

10/16   South Fork Baptist  

Annual  Meeting 4pm 

Hull’s Grove Baptist 

Church - West 

10/18  Women’s Craft 

Night 7pm 

10/19   Supper 5:45-6:30 

10/31   Trunk or Treat 

6:30-8:00 pm 

11/5   Festival of Tables 

11/12-13  Greg Boone 

Family Conference 

11/20   Dedicate Opera-

tion Christmas Child Shoe 

Boxes 6pm 

11/22  Thanksgiving Meal 

11/23   No PM Services 

11/24-25                  

Church Office Closed 

11/26   Preliminary Deco-

rating for Hanging of the 

Greens 9am 

11/27   Hanging of the 

Greens 6 pm 
 

 



 It was breaking news this week when scientists from Rutgers Uni-
versity determined that the “5 second rule” was false.  If you are unfamil-
iar with the 5 second rule, it is used when a piece of food is dropped onto 
the floor. The rule states that you have 5 seconds before the dropped food 
gets covered in bacteria and must be thrown away. And before you ask, 
yes, it is very commonly used among children and youth. 
According to the scientist’s research, most food becomes contaminated 
the moment it touches an object containing bacteria. In the words of the 
report, “the germ transfer is almost instantaneous”. In an interesting twist, 
researchers found that the bacteria that contaminates dropped food is often 
not enough to cause harm to the person who eats it, and it takes several 
minutes or hours for bacteria to build up into potentially harmful quanti-
ties. In other words, the 5 second rule is false, but it is still highly improb-
able that you will be caused any harm by eating food that was on the floor 
for a short amount of time. 
  
 This got me thinking about the ideas of “Clean” and “Unclean” in 
the Bible. The Israelites were given directives by God to avoid unclean 
foods, places, and practices as a means of keeping them set apart. He identified certain things which they 
should stay away from to keep in proper standing with God. God wanted His people to practice obedience 
and be focused on His commands. Because He is a gracious God, he practices forgiveness, and set in place 
a prescribed ritual, based on sacrifice, for His people to observe in order to become “clean” again. As time 
wore on, the Israelites focused their worship on the rituals and didn’t concern themselves with obedience, 
since forgiveness would be given with the proper sacrifice. 
 
 After the destruction of Israel and Judah by the Babylonians and the Assyrians, the mindset of the 
Israelites changed. They saw the destruction as a judgment of their practices, and they began to focus on 
strict obedience rather than sacrifices. Religious sects such as the Pharisees and Saducees sprang up, each 
seeking to offer insight into the proper way in which people were to remain clean. They even wrote addi-
tional laws and established oral traditions, which were to be obeyed above and beyond the laws of God. 
They called them “fences” which were built around a law of God so that people couldn’t come close to 
breaking His law.  We have the tendency to attempt to build fences around our obedience, to put rules in 
place to keep us from breaking other rules. We focus on remaining away from the unclean, instead of keep-
ing clean. 
  
 Jesus spoke out against the practice of the oral traditions and the fences. He called the Pharisees and 
Saducees hypocrites. He broke oral laws on purpose, (this didn’t make Him sinful). He did this to prove a 
point, and His point was that what matters to God isn’t the legalistic and strict observance of people who are 
scared of wrath, but the desire to be obedient out of a thankful, faithful, and loving heart. As he pointed out 
in Mark 7:1-23 it isn’t necessarily the action that makes one unclean, but the inward thoughts and desires. 
The same can be said of becoming clean. There is no 5 sec-
ond rule for sin, but for the repentant heart there is an instan-
taneous transfer of forgiveness and grace. 
 
In Christ,  Pastor Caleb Moore 

 

T & T Awana 

Carowinds Trip 

Saturday, Oct. 8th 



 

2016-2017 UPWARD BASKETBALL AND CHEERLEADING 

Pastor Caleb Moore is the UPWARD Basketball League Director and Shelly Sikes is the 
Cheerleading Commissioner. John and Brandi Bryan wi ll be running the Concessions 
again this year and sure could use your help. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: 

BASKETBALL COACHES AND ASSISTANTS 

CHEERLEADING COACHES AND ASSISTANTS 

CONCESSIONS 

GREETERS 

REFEREES 

EVALUATION AND ORIENTATION VOLUNTEERS 

WEEKLY DEVOTION SPEAKERS 

ANYONE WILLING TO HELP WITH THIS MINISTRY. We will work with you to plug you in to 
the right spot. 

Please sign up on the list in the vestibule and if you know where you would like to volun-

teer go ahead and pick up a form that is on the tab le in the vestibule too, fill out and give 

to Pastor Caleb or Shelly Sikes.  Or you can contac t Pastor Caleb at 704-779-5250 or email 

caleb@westport.church. 

 October is Pastor Appreciation Month. Please show 

them you are thankful for them, by sending them a card, 

note, handshake, a pat on the back, etc.  

 God bless you and thank you for showing them your 

support, thanks, and love. 

Sincerely, Westport Baptist Church Deacon Board 



      
 
 

for the Entire Family 
    Monday, October 31st 

    6:30 - 8:00 pm 
 We will have a sign-up sheet in the vestibule if you would like to decorate the trunk of 

your car, or SUV, or the bed of your pick-up truck and line it up in our parking lot on Octo-

ber 31st. We ask that all our members please bring 

CANDY  CANDY  CANDYCANDY  CANDY  CANDY  

just like we have in the past. This way those that decorate and set up to give away candy will 

not have to supply all the candy. If you need ideas for decorating, you can find a lot of ideas 

on the internet. We encourage you to decorate your trunk using a scripture verse as your 

theme, or a fall theme, but we encourage you to stay away from a “halloween” type theme. If 

you would like to give away Gospel Tracts at your tailgate, or set up a small game, you are en-

couraged to do so. 

 We are hoping to have more one-on-one with the people that come through and ask 

that you encourage them to continue around the parking lot for a hotdog and fellowship 

time. 



OUR GOAL IS 200 SHOEBOXES THIS YEAR! We have cardboard shoe boxes for you to pickup, or  you  may 

purchase your own plastic box. Our cut-off date for turning in shoe boxes will be 

Sunday, November 20th with a dedication service that evening. 

How to Pack a Shoe Box: 

Decide whether your gift will be for a boy or girl and choose an age category: (2-4), 

(5-9), or (10-14). Attach the appropriate BOY/GIRL LABEL on the TOP of your 

box and mark the correct age category. 

Fill your shoe box with a variety of gifts: 

Toys: Include items that children will immediately embrace such as dolls, toy cars, 

stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, balls, toys that light up and make noise (with extra batteries), etc. 

School Supplies: pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons, markers, notebooks, paper, solar calculators, coloring and picture 

books, etc. 

Non-Liquid Hygiene Items: toothbrushes, bar soap, combs, washcloths, etc. 

Accessories: t-shirts, socks, hats, sunglasses, hair clips, jewelry, watches, flashlights (with extra batteries), etc. 

A Personal Note: You may enclose a note to the child and a photo of yourself or your family. If you include your name and 

address, the child may be able to write back. 

Do NOT include the following items:  

• Used or damaged items….War-related items (toy guns, toy soldiers, knives, etc.)….Perishable items (chocolate, foods, 

crackers, etc.)….Breakable items (china dolls, snow globes, glass containers, aerosol cans, etc.)...Liquids (shampoo, lotion, bub-

bles, etc.)...Medications or vitamins (cough drops, ointment, etc.) 

Complete the FORM and enclose it in an envelope with $7 or more to help cover shipping and other costs. Please 

place the envelope so it is clearly visible on top of the gift items. (Checks are recommended rather than cash. If you or your family are 

filling more than one shoe box, you may make one combined donation in a single envelope inside any one of your boxes.) Place a rubber 

band around your shoe box and lid. 

 

You Can Make 

A Difference! 

More than 11 million Children in Need to Receive Gift-filled Shoeboxes 
 
BOONE, N.C., Feb. 16, 2016  — Because of the generosity of donors across the United States, the Operation 
Christmas Child project of Samaritan’s Purse collected more than 8.7 million shoebox gifts—filled with fun toys, 
school supplies and hygiene items—for children in need around the world. Combined with shoebox gifts collected 
from partnering countries in 2015, the ministry is now sending more than 11.2 million shoebox gifts to children in 
more than 100 countries. 
 “Most of the boys and girls who receive shoebox gifts have never received any kind of present before,” said 
Franklin Graham, president of Samaritan’s Purse. “That child will never forget the gift or the message it conveyed 
about the love of Jesus Christ.” 
 Many children who receive shoebox gifts will also enroll in Operation Christmas Child’s 12-lesson disciple-
ship program, The Greatest Journey. This program teaches children about God’s amazing love and guides them 
through what it means to faithfully follow Jesus Christ. Since 2010, more than 7.4 million children have participated 
in the program. 
 Although local drop-off locations for gifts are closed until November 2016, shoeboxes can still be packed 
and sent year-round to Samaritan’s Purse headquarters in Boone, North Carolina (801 Bamboo Road, Boone, NC 
28607). Anyone can conveniently pack a personalized Operation Christmas Child shoebox gift 
at samaritanspurse.org/occ. 
 Operation Christmas Child (OCC) is a project of Samaritan’s Purse, an international Christian relief and 
evangelism organization headed by Franklin Graham. Since 1993, OCC has collected more than 135 million gift-
filled shoeboxes for children in more than 150 countries and territories. In 2016, OCC hopes to reach another 12 
million children. To learn more, go to samaritanspurse.org/occ. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Westport Baptist Preschool 

 Teaching children about Christ since 1985 
 

 Well, we officially have the first month of the 

2016-2017 preschool year under our belt!  The children and teachers have adjusted to their new 

classrooms and schedules and everything is going well.  There are currently 85 children enrolled in 

our program.  Please pray for enrollment to continue as we still have room for more children. 

 The month of October is packed with fun!   Please pray for safe travel and good times as our 

classes will take their fall field trips.  

 We also ask for your prayers for healthy children.  There are plenty of yucky illnesses out 

there so we just ask for your prayers to keep all our students and staff healthy and happy!  Thank 

you for your continued prayers and support. 

Sincerely,   Kristi Wilson, Preschool Director 

 

 

LADIES CRAFT NIGHT  

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18TH @ 6:30 PM 

The crafts that we will be offering are on the 

table in the vestibule. Please sign-up for just 

“1” craft that you would like to make. There 

is a charge for the materials and it will be 

due when you sign up. If you have any ques-

tions, please call Beverly Weston at 704-483-

4837. 

 

 

 

 

South Fork Baptist Association’s 138th Annual Meeti ng 

and Mission’s Fair will be at 

Hull’s Grove Baptist Church (West) 

(6670 W Hwy 27, Vale, NC 28168) 

on October 16, 2016.  

The Business Session will begin at 4:00 pm.  The Missions Fair and Refresh-

ments will be from 5:15-5:55pm. Several tables will be set-up with different mis-

sion outreaches from area churches.  

The Celebration & Worship at 6 pm will consist of Music, Ministry Slides, 

Prayer and Worship.  Please come and help us celebrate all that the Lord has 

accomplished through our family of churches this year and let us join our 

hearts together in prayer for our country as the election draws near.   

 

 

 

 



Westport Baptist Church 

2372 Lakeshore Rd. S. 

Denver, N.C. 28037 

October Birthdays 
10/04    Angie Thomas 

10/05    Paulette Sandidge 

10/06    Joe Sandidge 

10/07    Cindy Mason 

10/11    Ab Arndt 

10/11    Emma Baranowski 

10/14    Carolyn Johnson 

10/17    Pat Lukowski 

10/17    Kevin Zhao 

10/20    Loyd Ridenhour 

10/21    Vance Carpenter 

10/28    Janice Still 

10/29    Paul Smith 

10/29    Atalaya Young 

10/30    Greg Hudgins 

 

 

 

10/05/91    Max and Monique Sims 

10/14/67    Rex and Cindy Mason 

10/17/12    Kevin and Tracie Mason 

10/18/03    Craig and Linda Baxter 

10/23/82    Lewis and Lydia Bolli 

Important Information on 

how we can be contacted: 

Website - www.westport.church 

Church Office – 704-483-5851 

Weekday Preschool Office 704-483-5835 

Fax - 704-483-7474 
 

Opportunities Include 

     SUNDAY 

  9:00 AM Prayer at the Altar 

  9:15 AM Sunday School 

      10:30 AM Morning Worship 

  4:30 PM       Adult Choir Practice 

  6:00 PM Evening Worship 

      TUESDAY 

     10:00 AM Ladies Prayer Time 

     WEDNESDAY 

 6:45 PM        AWANA Program 

 6:45 PM Student Ministry 

 7:00 PM Adult Worship Service 

Church Staff 

Pastor Steve Owenby / Senior Pastor 

Email address: steve@westport.church 

Pastor Jerry Mattheiss / Minister of Music 

Email address: jerry@westport.church 

Pastor Caleb Moore / Pastor to Students & Families 

Email address: caleb@westport.church 

Susie Sherrill, Senior Administrative Assistant  

Email address: susie@westport.church 


